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Theme 

While the fun of fantasy might be its otherworldliness, its power lies is the truths it reveals about the real world. So the magical world of Harry Potter, a world of flying cars and dragons, unicorns and magic potions, invisibility cloaks and evil powers, becomes real as readers discover truths about bravery, loyalty, choice, and the power of love. Read the following quotation from the Harry Potter book and discuss the truth that it reveals. 

"It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities." (The Chamber of Secrets, page 333) 

Characterization 

We believe in Harry because of his human qualities, especially his human frailties. Find instances where Harry is acting more like a bungling muggle than a great wizard. Why is it important for readers that Harry not always be a great wizard? 

Conflict 

Harry and Voldemort provide the major conflict (good against evil) in each story. Compare their two characters and discuss how their differences provide the conflict for the novels. Consider each of the following instance: 

In The Chamber of Secrets, Dobby says he knew of Harry's "greatness but not of his goodness" (page 15). What is the difference between greatness and goodness? Could Harry be the great wizard everyone thinks he is if he were not also filled with goodness? Later in the story, Tom Marvolo Riddle reveals himself to Harry as Voldemort. He tells Harry "There are strange likenesses between us, after all. Even you must have noticed. Both half-bloods, orphans, raised by muggles. Probably the only two Parselmouths to come to Hogwarts since the great Slytherin himself" (page 317). What does Harry think of these likenesses? 

Discuss

1. In The Chamber of Secrets, we discover that Slytherin had wanted Hogwarts to be a school only for full bloods, with no mudbloods admitted. His prejudice against anyone different from himself creates all sorts of problems. How does this attitude compare with real prejudices people have had throughout history, for example against people of "mixed blood" regarded as inferior? 

2. Here's a partial dictionary of charms that Harry and his friends used. Explain why each is a good name for the charm: 

1. Wingardium Leviosa: Charm to make things float. Sorcerer's Stone, page 171. 

2. Locomotor Mortis: Leg-locking curse. Sorcerer's Stone, page 222. 

3. Expelliarmus. Disarming charm. Chamber of Secrets, page 190. 

4. Finite Incantatem. Stopping charm.. Chamber of Secrets, page 192. 

5. Rictusempra. Tickling charm. Chamber of Secrets, page 192. 

6. Tarantallegra. Leg jerking, quickstepping charm. Chamber of Secrets, page 192. 

7. Serpensortia. Blocks unfriendly spells. Chamber of Secrets, page 194. 

