Activities for Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
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Chapter 1:
As we welcome the final installment of the Harry Potter books, this chapter begins the book with an eerie gathering at the Malfoy’s where Lord Voldemort and his followers discuss the Order of the Phoenix’s plans to move Harry. Do you and your family have an upcoming trip planned? Or have you recently returned from a summer vacation? For this activity, write a short paragraph describing your trip. Where did you go? Who made the plans? What did you do while you were there? If you haven’t traveled anywhere recently, then write about a place you would like to visit. 
Chapter 2:
This chapter contains two newspaper articles from the Daily Prophet, both discussing the life of Professor Albus Dumbledore. Re-read both articles, and draw a picture to go along with the article, as though it was printed along-side the article in the paper. Be sure to include a caption discussing what the picture shows, and which article it accompanies.
Chapter 3:
Harry says farewell to the Dursleys in this chapter. In a somewhat surprising turn of events, Dudley and Harry share a special moment of thanks and forgiveness before the Dursleys depart for good to be protected by the Order. The moment shows just how much their relationship has changed since the first book. Have you experienced a similar change among your own group of friends? Is there someone new you met and enjoyed getting to know better? In a group with two or three other students, discuss how you think Harry and Dudley’s relationship has changed for the better, and how you think Harry’s life might have been different if they had gotten along sooner.
Chapter 4:
Harry finally learns how the Order is planning to move him in this chapter. Despite the efforts of Mad-Eye Moody’s complicated plan to fool Lord Voldemort, Harry and Hagrid still run in to trouble on their way to their destination. For this activity, write your reaction to Harry’s fight with Lord Voldemort? How many more times do you think Harry will encounter the Dark Lord throughout the book? Do you think the Order of the Phoenix will need to take greater precautions in the future? Make your predictions about what you think will happen in the book.
Chapter 5:
At the end of this chapter, we learn about the tragic fate of a member of the Order. Although this person is missing, Harry and the others do not know if Mad-Eye has survived the fall. For this activity, step into the shoes of J.K. Rowling and write a new chapter, from Mad-Eye Moody’s perspective, describing what happened. Do you think he survived the battle? What was going through his head as he tried to protect his fake Harry Potter? Where might he go if he did survive?
Chapter 6:
Mrs. Weasley has Ron, Hermione, and Harry running about the house preparing for the upcoming wedding and doing lots of chores. What chores do you do around your own house? Do you help take out the trash? Are you responsible for doing the dishes? Do you have to do more work around the house when friends or relatives come to visit? In groups of three or four, discuss your responsibilities with your classmates. Talk about how you would feel if you were Ron, Hermione, or Harry.
Chapter 7:
In this chapter, Ron, Hermione, and Harry learn that Professor Dumbledore has remembered them in his will. The items they each receive are somewhat odd. What purpose do you think they might have? Do you think they will be significant in their search for the horcruxes? Write a short paragraph with your predictions.
Chapter 8:
Luna Lovegood and her father show up at the wedding wearing rather odd outfits in this chapter. For this activity, draw a picture of their egg-yolk yellow robes. Consider drawing them among the other guests to show just how much the bright color stood out in the crowd. 

For extra fun, have a fashion show with your friends—find the brightest clothes you have, and have a competition to see who can look more outrageous. 

Chapter 9:
Hermione’s Undetectable Extension Charm on her beaded handbag saves the day in this chapter as she, Ron, and Harry enter into hiding. What would you take with you if you were going on an adventure like these three friends? If you had an extending bag like Hermione’s, what would you include? Would you take your favorite pet? Your favorite books? Your baseball card collection? What would you like to have with you? Write a brief paragraph discussing what you would take with you, and where you think you would try to hide.
Chapter 10:
Harry finds a letter from his mother to Padfoot in this chapter, but the letter is missing the final portion. What do you think the letter might have said? What might Lily have known that she wanted to tell Padfoot? For this activity, finish the letter from Lily to Sirius. What is it so hard to believe about Dumbledore? Finish the letter, and then make a guess about what you think happened to the rest of the letter.
Chapter 11:
Ron and Hermione are angry with Harry’s treatment of Lupin in this chapter. In a small group, discuss what you think you would have done if you were Harry. Would you have let Lupin join you? Would you have wanted the additional protection of a more experienced wizard? Or, do you think Harry did the right thing by sending him home? What was good about Harry’s decision? What could he have done differently? 

Chapter 12:
The group visits the Ministry of Magic, the governing body of the wizarding world, in this chapter. Have you ever visited the capital of your state or country? What did the main capitol building look like? Using the internet, search for information about the capitol building in your state, or the town hall in your city. When was the building built? How long has the government’s business been conducted there? See how many interesting facts you can learn, and write a brief paragraph about the building’s history.. 

Chapter 13:
While snooping around Dolores Umbridge’s office, Harry learns that the ministry has placed a magical trace on Arthur Weasley. While such magical tracking devices do not exist in the muggle world, many animals rely on biological tracking techniques to track their pray. Bats, for example, use sonar to find food without sight or smell. Dolphins use a similar type of sonar. For this activity, see what you can learn about animal sonar. How does it work? What types of things does it help them locate?
Chapter 14:
Harry, Ron, and Hermione set up camp in the woods in this chapter. Have you ever been camping? Where did you go? What kinds of wildlife did you see? For this activity, take a walk with a parent, your teacher, or a friend. If you live close to a mountain or a hiking trail, go for a walk in the woods and make a list of all the animals you encounter. If you live in a city or town, take a walk through your neighborhood and make a similar list. How do you think what you see differs from the friends’ surroundings in the woods? How is it similar? Make a list of the similarities and differences.
Chapter 15:
Harry and Ron have a big argument in this chapter, and Hermione does not get very involved. In groups of three, take turns playing the parts of Ron, Harry, and Hermione. What might Hermione have said to make Ron stay? How might she have helped prevent the argument from causing Ron to leave? Is there something more she could have done? Take turns trying to resolve the argument as Hermione. After you’ve each taken a turn, discuss why you think the argument turned out the way it did.
Chapter 16:
Harry and Hermione visit the graveyard in Godric’s Hollow in this chapter, looking for answers from Dumbledore and his parents. How do you think the visit makes Harry feel? Have you ever experienced the death of one of your pets? How did it make you feel. Write a short reading response about what you think Harry feels during his visit to the graveyard.
Chapter 17:
Hermione is able to save Harry in this chapter, but his wand is not as lucky. Using household items such as popsicle sticks, paper towel tubes, or sticks from your backyard, make your own wand. What did you make your core out of? What kind of wood did you use? 

Chapter 18:
Harry reads a chapter of The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore in this chapter and grows quite angry with what he learns. What do you think Dumbledore would like Harry to know about his past? What would he tell him to encourage him to stick with his quest for the Horcruxes? For this activity, pretend to be Dumbledore and write a letter from Dumbledore to Harry. What explanation would you give to Harry about your past? What suggestions would you give to Harry to encourage him to keep searching for the Horcruxes? Be creative!
Chapter 19:
The mysterious stag appears in this chapter to help Harry find the sword of Gryffindor. Who do you suppose conjured the stag? Was it a member of the Order of the Phoenix? Was it a new character that Harry has not met? Was it Dumbledore himself? Write a short reading response discussing your thoughts.
Chapter 20:
Xenophilius Lovegood uses a large, old-fashioned printing press to print copies of the Quibbler out of his own home. Using the internet, find out who invented the first printing press. What was his name? Where did he live? What year was it invented?  In addition to learning these basic facts about the inventor of the printing press, write a brief paragraph on the impact the printing press had on society. What was the effect of the press on written publications? Include whatever unique facts you find most interesting in your historical research. 

 Chapter 21:
Mr. Lovegood decodes the mystery of the Deathly Hallows for the three friends in this chapter. What do you suppose the three elements look like? Do you think Harry and his friends will be able to find them? Draw a picture of each of the three Hallows and label them.
Chapter 22:
Ron tunes in to Potterwatch in this chapter. What was the last news radio show you listened to? For this activity, tune in to your local news radio station and listen to the latest news headlines. Write down the most interesting story you hear.
Chapter 23:
Dobby returns to help the group of captured characters from the basement of Malfoy Manor. Towards the end of the chapter, he yells at Bellatrix and says that he has come to save his friend, Harry Potter. In groups of 3 to 4 students, discuss the importance of Dobby’s loyalty throughout the books. What does Dobby’s return say about the strength of his friendship? How must Harry have felt to see Dobby repay him for his act of kindness in freeing Dobby? Would you have helped Harry if you were Dobby? Did you find it surprising? Take turns sharing your thoughts.
Chapter 24:
Harry uses his connection with Voldemort to watch the Dark Lord arrive at the gates of Hogwarts. Have you ever wished you could see into another person’s mind? If you were granted the ability to see someone’s thoughts, who would it be? The president? The coach of your favorite sports team? One of your parents? Think about whose thoughts you would like to visit, and write a brief paragraph explaining why you chose that person.
Chapter 25:
Shell cottage is located on a cliff overlooking the ocean. While the Harry Potter series is set in England, imagine where other such cliff-locations could be located. Using a map of your own country, make a list of 10 cities that are located on the ocean. Which cities do you think would be most similar to the scene described at the beginning of this chapter? If your country does not border on the ocean, then look at a map of England and make a similar list.  Using a topographic map of your own country, make a similar list to the elementary activity listed above, but only include those cities located in areas of high elevation, as indicated by the map.

Chapter 26:
This chapter has plenty of detailed descriptions of Harry, Ron, and Hermione’s descent into the Hogwarts vault. What was your favorite part of the chapter. Was it the entry into the bank? Is it the magical enchantments of the vault itself? Or perhaps your favorite part was the dragon? Choose a portion of the chapter, draw an illustration, and label the picture. 

Bonus activity: consider working with a group of friends. Divide up your favorite parts of the chapter, and have each person illustrate a different part of the chapter. 

Chapter 27:
Harry, Ron, and Hermione learn that they must return to Hogwarts in this chapter. How do you feel at the start of each school year? Do you like starting a new grade? Do you miss your teacher from last year? If you are about to start a new grade, write a reading response discussing what you like about going back, as well as what you dislike. If you have already started for the year, write about what you like most about your new classes, and what you like least.
Chapter 28:
The children discover a new passageway into Hogwarts in this chapter. Have you ever wished you had a secret passageway into your home or school? For this activity, come up with three places you would like to have immediate passage from your house or school. Where would the passageways be hidden? Where would they lead you? Who would be given the secret to how to activate the passage? Be as creative as you can!
Chapter 29:
Neville explains how the Room of Requirement has helped the members of Dumbledore’s Army this year at Hogwarts. In small groups, discuss the other things you would want in the room if you were hiding from the Carrows. Would you want books to read? Would you want your prized possessions? Who would you want to be certain to allow in. Share your thoughts with your classmates or friends.
Chapter 30:
Professor Snape escapes from the Hogwarts tower in this chapter. 

Elementary Activity If the tower was 5-times as tall as a 2-story house, and Snape fell from the topmost story, but was able to fly for the final 3 stories, how many stories did Snape fall?. 

Middle School Activity If the school has 8 towers, and Snape would have had a soft landing at the bottoms of five of the towers, what is the percentage chance that Snape landed on something soft at the end of his fall?. 

Chapter 31:
Harry learns about the history and fate of the lost Ravenclaw diadem in this chapter. 

Elementary Activity 

Use a dictionary to find out what a diadem is, and draw a picture of what you think this final horcrux looks like. 

Middle School Activity 

Look up the definition of diadem as in the elementary activity. Additionally, see what you can learn about who traditionally wore diadems. In addition to drawing a picture, include any interesting trivia you may find about diadems. What culture do they come from? Why were they worn? Share your research with a friend. 

Chapter 32:
Ron and Hermione are torn in this chapter between pursuing the final horcrux and staying to fight alongside their friends and family. Have you ever had to choose between doing something you wanted to do and pursuing a chore or responsibility? Perhaps you’ve had to turn down an invitation because you had a school report to do, or perhaps you had to finish your chores before going to play with your friends. In a small group, discuss what kinds of tough decisions you have faced. What did you ultimately choose? Were you satisfied with your decision? What do you think you have done in Ron’s position?

Chapter 33: 
Harry learns a great deal about his past by watching Professor Snape’s memories in the Pensieve. What did you think about the story that unfolded? Write a brief reading response discussing your reaction. Were you surprised by what Harry learned? Is it something you had suspected all along? Does it change the way you felt about Snape? Discuss your reactions to this new development. How did it make you feel? What do you think it will mean for Harry. If you have already finished the book, write about how you felt at the time.

Chapter 34:
Before Harry enters the forest this final time, he seeks the help and advice of Sirius, Lupin, his mother, and his father. Draw a picture of this scene, being sure to include the Resurrection Stone. Label the characters.

Chapter 35:
This chapter contains a big surprise for many readers. In groups of 3-4 students, discuss your reaction to what happened to Harry. Were you surprised? Are you glad? Do you think this turn of events makes sense? Do you think it is a good ending to the battle between Harry and Voldemort? Be sure not to discuss this chapter with anyone who has not yet finished the book!

Chapter 36:
Imagine that you were Harry Potter. What would be the first thing you would want to do at the end of this chapter? Would you want to go on a vacation? Would you order Kreacher to bring you a sandwich in the Headmaster’s office? Would you stay in the tower to talk to the portraits a little while longer? Would you get yourself a tutor to finish your final year of Hogwarts education? Write a paragraph discussing what your first steps would be.

Epilogue:
There is a great deal that has passed in the nineteen years between the end of the book and the epilogue. The characters have gotten married, become professors, had children, and accomplished a range of other tasks. Pick one event, such as Harry and Ginny’s wedding, or the birth of their first child, and write a chapter describing that event. Be as creative as you can. Just because this is the last Harry Potter book doesn’t mean the story has to be over for you!


