Activities for Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince
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Chapter 1:

In this chapter, Rufus Scimgeour replaces Cornelius Fudge as the Minister of Magic. Think of a change in leadership that you have experienced at the local, state, or national level. Has there been a new State Representative elected? Is your governor up for re-election this year? Or perhaps the last time you watched an election was the 2004 Presidential Election. Write a paragraph describing any changes you noticed when the new person took office. How was the new leader different than the old one? Were you happy with the result? Are there any other individuals (coaches, principals, or teachers, for example) that you think would be good leaders? What qualities do you think such a person should have?

Chapter 2:
In this chapter, Professor Snape vows to assist Narcissa’s son, Draco Malfoy, in carrying out the task he has been given by Lord Voldemort. Think about a tme when you have been given responsibility to care for someone or something. Have you ever baby-sat, or taken a neighbor’s dog for a walk? Perhaps you helped your parents collect someone’s mail while you were out of town? Or maybe you helped water the plants or change your little brother or sister’s diaper. Describe how it feels to be given such a responsibility? Did you make a formal promise to the person, like Snape does with Narcissa? Would you be willing to do that chore again?

Chapter 3:
This chapter begins with a series of newspaper articles that are incomplete. Chose one of the articles included in the book, and make a full newspaper page that includes both that article, and others. You can include pictures, complete the article contained in the book, or think of advertisements you might find in the Wizarding World. If you’d like, try writing an article about the same event from both a muggle perspective and a wizard perspective. For example, how might a muggle newspaper explain the lights going out on Privet Lane when Dumbledore arrives, compared to how a wizard newspaper might explain it?

Chapter 4:
Dumbledore tells Harry to share the secret of the prophecy with Ron and Hermione in this chapter. Think about a secret about yourself. Is there something you’d like to do when you grow up that you’ve never told anyone? Would you really like to be a professional athlete, or perhaps you’d like to be a teacher? With a group of 4-5 other students, take turns sharing those little-known facts with each other. After you’ve shared, discuss when you think it’s good to keep secrets and when you think you shouldn’t keep secrets.

Chapter 5:
In this chapter, Harry is upset because he hasn’t received the “Outstanding” grade on his O.W.L. potions exam that he must have to become an auror. For this task, interview three adults and ask them about their jobs. Questions you might consider are: What type of education does your job require? Did you have to take a licensing exam to be certified to have your job? Did you have to take lessons? How many years did your education/training take? Did you go to college? Did you go to graduate school? Do you have to do any type of continuing education in order to keep their job? What is your favorite thing about your job? What is your least favorite thing about your job? If you could change to any other job, what would it be?

Try to interview people who have different types of jobs. Which of the people you interviewed do you think had the most interesting occupation?
Chapter 6:
Elementary: Hermione buys 4 Day Dreams from Weasley’s Wizard Wheezes if they cost 5 galleons a piece, but Fred and George give her a 2 galleon discount on her total price, how much does she spend (18 galleons). 

Middle School: Ginny wants to buy a love potion. If a 5 ounce bottle will make a 150 pound boy love her for 12 hours, how many ounces are required to make a 300 pound boy love her for 24 hours? (20 ounces). 
Chapter 7:
Professor Slughorn meets in his cabin for lunch with a group of students. He seems very interested in getting to know Zabini, Ginny, Neville, Cormac, Belby, and Harry. Many of these students have family members who have achieved great things or whom Slughorn knew personally. For this activity, make a list of all of your classmates and ask them what they would like to be famous for, or what they think their best talent is.

Chapter 8:
During the feast in the Great Hall, Dumbledore discusses the new safety precautions at Hogwarts and asks the students to conduct themselves “with the utmost regard for your own and others’ safety.” If you are at school, talk with your teacher and classmates about your school’s safety procedures and policies. Where do you go in the event of a fire alarm? What should you do if there is a tornado warning? What is the school’s policy for allowing visitors in the building? Do they have to sign in at the office? Are they required to stay with an escort while in the school? Do you have additional security at your school (metal detectors, guards, etc?). For each answer, discuss how this helps make your school safer. 

If you are at home, talk with your family about safety and security in your house. Do you have an alarm system? Do your doors all have the same type of lock? Where are each of the smoke detectors in your house? How often do you replace the batteries? What should you do if a stranger comes to your door? Whom should you call in the event of an emergency at your house? If you’d like, write up a list of emergency telephone numbers with your parents and put it near a phone for future reference.

Chapter 9:
Harry gets some help from his used potions book in this chapter. Write a paragraph predicting who you think the Half-blood Prince will be? Do you think it will be a dark wizard? Do you think it will be someone in Harry’s past, or do you think it will be a new character to the Harry Potter series? Do you think Harry will meet this person? Do you think it will be dangerous for him to continue using the book?

If you have already learned who the prince is when doing this activity, write about who you THOUGHT the prince was, and whether you guessed correctly.
Chapter 10:
Art Activity- There are many vivid memories in this chapter. Draw a picture of a portion of Ogden’s memory. Try to draw the part of the memory that you think would be the most haunting memory if that encounter was part of your own past. 

Writing Activity- Place yourself in Merope’s shoes for a moment. Write journal entries of her time with Tom Riddle, Senior. Describe the magic she used to make him love her. Describe why she decided to let him go. Describe how she felt when her husband left. Be as creative as you can in making this journal. 

Chapter 11:
After choosing the Quidditch team, Ron, Harry, and Hermione visit Hagrid. Their old friend is upset that Aragog, the giant talking spider, is ill. While Aragog is a magical creature, this activity looks at the spider’s muggle-world counterparts, tarantulas. Using the internet, encyclopedias, or other research resources, research the average life-span of a tarantula. How many different types of tarantulas did you find? What types of tarantulas can be kept as pets? What regions of the world are these large spiders found? Which types are poisonous? Write up the interesting facts you find, and pick which one you think looks the most like a smaller version of Aragog.

Chapter 12:
On their trip to Hogsmeade, Harry, Ron, and Hermione witness Katie being cursed. Afterwards, Harry tells Professor McGonagall that Draco Malfoy was responsible. Professor McGonogall warns Harry that he should not make such accusations so freely. Do you think it would be fair to punish Malfoy without any proof? 

In the United States, most individuals accused of crimes have the right to a trial by jury. Do you think a jury would find Draco guilty of cursing Katie with only the proof that Harry has offered? Do you think this system would be more fair? Write your response, or discuss it with classmates. 

Chapter 13:
In this chapter, Professor Dumbledore informs Tom Riddle that he will be attending Hogwarts. Imagine Dumbledore arrived at your home to tell you that you were a witch/wizard. Write an essay describing how you think you would react if you did not know about the magic world. Do you think you would be surprised, like Harry was; or, do you think you would act like Tom Marvolo Riddle? Write a script of what your discussion with Dumbledore might sound like.

Chapter 14:
This chapter contains the first Quidditch match in the book. Thinking that he has taken the Felix Felicis, Ron plays a magnificent game of Quidditch. Pretend you are illustrating a picture version of the book. Draw a picture of your favorite part of the game. You might choose to draw Harry catching the golden snitch; or, perhaps you’ll draw the Gryffindor celebration at the conclusion of the game. Label your picture when you are finished.

Chapter 15:
Ron and Hermione continue to be very angry with each other in this chapter, and Harry finds himself torn between his two friends. Harry chooses to just split his time between the two, rather than try to help end their disagreement. For this activity, in groups of three, take turns acting as Harry, Hermione, and Ron. As Harry, try to get Ron and Hermione to talk about their differences and vocalize what it is that has been bothering them. (See if you can all reach an agreement on things such as Ron’s jealously about not being invited to Slughorn’s, and Hermione’s jealousy of Violet, etc.)

Chapter 16:
The Minister of Magic, Srimgeour, and Percy Weasley visit the Weasley house on Christmas morning to speak with Harry. In that conversation, Scrimgeour asks if Harry would please consider showing the Wizarding community that he supports the Ministry’s efforts in the ongoing battle against He-who-must-not-be-named. Harry firmly refuses this request. Put yourself in Harry’s shoes for a moment. Write a reading response discussing how you would respond to Scrimgeour. Would you agree with the need to stand by the Ministry? Would you, like Harry, declare your loyalties to Dumbledore? Would you criticize the ministry? Or, would you endorse the ministry’s activities and compliment Scrimgeour? Would there be any conditions to your support?

Chapter 17:
rofessor Dumbledore shows Harry two memories in this chapter, one of which has been altered. Draw a picture of what you think the rest of Professor Slughorn’s memory contains. In addition to your picture, write a short explanation to describe what you think the hidden portions of the memory show.

Chapter 18:
In this chapter, Hogwarts students turning seventeen before August 31 begin their apparating lessons. The lessons begin in the great hall, with students seeking to apparate in their hoops on the floor. Think about some place you would like to travel. Is it some place you have already been? Do you know how to get there?

Elementary- Find a map of the United States and pick a state that you would like to visit. Using that map, determine which other states or countries you would have to visit if you drove there in a car, or that you might fly over if you flew in an airplane. How long do you think that would take? Map out your route, and pick out which cities you would like to visit on your journey. Note- if you are going on a vacation this summer, you might want to consider doing this activity while traveling, and keeping track of that trip. If you do not have a map, consider using an on-line map tool. 

Middle School- Using a roadmap or atlas, or using an online map tool, such as maps.google.com, write out directions from your home or school to a destination that you would like to visit. You could choose to visit a local museum, an amusement park, another school, or even another state. Write down which streets and highways you would take to get there. 
Chapter 19:
In this chapter, the Gryffindor Quidditch team loses one player before the match, and one player during the game. For this activity, interview members of a team, club, or group that you are involved with. Ask each person what it means to them to be part of the “team.” You might also considering asking: why they chose this sport/activity? Whether they consider continuing to play this sport/activity as they grow up? How many different teams have they played on? What was the best thing they’ve ever done with the group/team?

If you are not involved in any sports or group activities, research a favorite professional sports team instead. 

Chapter 20:
Lord Voldemort begins working at Borgin and Burkes after graduating from Hogwarts. Draw a picture of the objects of unusual and powerful properties contained in the shop. Label the strange objects, and list what magical properties they have. Alternatively, you can draw a detailed picture of one of the objects Voldemort acquires in the chapter.

Chapter 21:
In this chapter, the charm on Ron’s spell-checking quill wears off and his words get all jumbled. For this activity, pretend that you have gotten a job with Fred and George Weasley at the Weasley’s Wizard Wheeses and think of an invention that you would like to create and sell at the store. Would it be a helpful device, like the spell-check quill, or, would it be a gag device, like the punching telescope? Write a description of the device, including its name. If you’d like, draw a picture to go with your paragraph.

Chapter 22:
Harry uses the Felix Felices to get Professor Slughorn to give him the true memory of his conversation with Voldemort. If you were given a dose of Felix Felices, what would you use it for? Remember the rules- Felix Felices is a banned substance in organized competitions such as sporting events, elections, or examinations. Is there a particular day you would like to repeat, having taken the Felix Felices. Or, alternatively, is there a day in the future that you would like to take the potion?

Chapter 23:
In this chapter, Harry and Dumbledore learn of Voldemort’s obsession with splitting his soul into six Horcruxes. While Harry and Dumbledore are fairly certain of what the first four Horcruxes are. For this activity, draw a picture of the fifth and six Horcruxes. You could choose to envision artifacts from the Gryffindor or Ravenclaw houses, or perhaps you envision Voldemort leaving a piece of his soul behind in some other vessel. Draw a picture of where you think the last piece of the dark wizard might be housed. Do you think it is in Nagini? Do you think it might be lurking in Hogwarts? Be creative.

Chapter 24:
Harry receives detentions for the remainder of the school year from Professor Snape in this chapter. The tension between Harry and Snape has increased throughout Harry’s sixth year at Hogwarts, yet Dumbledore continues to trust Snape. With a group of 3-4 other students, discuss which side you think Snape is really on. Do you think he is a truly dark wizard? Do you think he might end up being loyal to Dumbledore, after all? Make your predictions together as a group. 

If you have already finished the book at this point, discuss whether the book had ended as you had predicted. 
Chapter 25:
Harry learns about how Voldemort learned of Professor Trelawney’s prophecy about Harry Potter—someone was listening at the door when Professor Trelawney told Dumbledore of her divination. For this activity, you will need a glass or cup, a partner, and a door. 

Take turns standing on either side of the door. Hold the cup up to your ear and press it to the door. Have the other person speak, and see if you can hear them. Then, take the class away, and see if you can still hear them. Take turns speaking and listening, and see how well the glass helps you listen to the talking on the other side of the door. 

Chapter 26:
Harry and Dumbledore navigate the cave’s various traps using Dumbledore’s ability to trace the path of magic. Pretend, for a moment, that you are trying to hide something in your house or in your school. Draw a map of the booby-traps or magical spells you might place in various places to stop others from finding your hidden treasure. Think of both what the trap would be, and how someone would be able to get around it. 

If you’re feeling very creative, make give your map to a friend, and have them try to guess how to overcome the obstacles you’ve created on your imaginary treasure hunt. 
Chapter 27:
There is a terrible tragedy in this chapter. With a small group of students, or with your class, discuss what you think the death in this chapter will mean for the remainder of Harry’s time at Hogwarts? How do you think the loss will affect the school? Do you think it will reopen? Do you think the loss of this character will make it impossible to defeat Voldemort? How do you think Harry will deal with this loss? Discuss these questions, as well as any other questions or worries you may have. 

Chapter 28:
Who do you think R.A.B. is? Do you think someone has gone before Harry in trying to stop the Dark Lord? Do you think he may have already been betrayed by one of his own Death Eaters? Perhaps there is hope that Harry might join forces with another powerful wizard to help him defeat Voldemort. Make your predictions.

Chapter 29:
It is unclear in this chapter whether Hogwarts will reopen next school year. Professor Flitwick notes that the professors will have to consult the governors. Different characters, including the Ministry of Magic, will have different views about whether to keep Hogwarts open next year. 

Elementary School- Pretend you are one of the governors. Decide whether or not you think Hogwarts should reopen. Then, write a letter to Professor McGonagall discussing your decision. Be sure to list your reasons for making your decision. 

Middle School- Rather than writing only one letter, write two letters to Professor McGonagall. Pretend to be two different governors. In one, discuss all the reasons why Hogwarts should remain open. In another, discuss all the reasons why Hogwarts should be closed. 
Chapter 30:
The book concludes with Harry’s decision to face the challenges that await him alone. He tells Ron and Hermione that he will probably not return to Hogwarts next year. In small groups, discuss what you think this will mean for the future of J.K. Rowling’s books. Do you think there will be only one more book? Do you think Ron and Hermione will return to Hogwarts without Harry? Do you think the three young wizards will defeat the Dark Lord and THEN complete their schooling. It may be a while before the seventh book arrives, so feel free to keep this conversation going for a long time.

