Activities for Harry Potter and the Order of the Pheonix

Taken from http://www.teachersfirst.com/share/hogwarts/start.html
Chapter 1:
Harry saves himself and Dudley from the dementors by conjuring his Patronus, a silver stag. Imagine yourself in a similar situation, what would your patronus be? Take a moment to think of an animal that represents you, and then draw a picture of your patronus as you imagined it.

Chapter 2:
Elementary Math- A swarm of owls visits number 4 Privet Drive in this chapter. Imagine that the each of the five owls travels round trip from its starting point to Harry's to deliver its letters in this chapter. If the ministry of magic is 20 miles away, Arthur Weasley is 15 miles away, Sirius Black is 25 miles away, and the person who sent the Howler is 45 miles away, how many total miles did the five owls have to fly to deliver the letters? Make certain you account for all five letters. 

Middle School Math- A swarm of owls visits number 4 Privet Drive in this chapter. Imagine that the same owl delivers all five letters. The Owl starts at the ministry of magic, then flies to Harry's, then to the Weasley's, then back to Harry's, then to the ministry of Magic, etc, and back and forth from Harry's to the location where the letters are coming from. If the ministry of magic is 20 miles away, Arthur Weasley is 15 miles away, Sirius Black is 25 miles away, and the person who sent the Howler is 45 miles away, how many total miles does the owl fly? If he completes the whole trip in 2 hours, what is his average speed for the trip?
Chapter 3:
Writing Activity
Harry sends letters to Sirius, Hermione, and Ron at the beginning of this chapter because he has heard very little from any of them all summer long. Think of someone you haven't heard from in a long time. It could be a friend, a relative, a teacher, or someone else you used to talk to more often. Write them a letter or e-mail to tell them what you have been doing lately and how you are spending your summer. If, like Harry, there is more than one person you haven't heard from, write more than one letter. 

Science Activity
On their flight away from the Dursley's Tonks tells Mad-eye Moody not to fly into the clouds because the group will get soaked. 

Elementary Science- Think of as many types of precipitation as you can and draw Harry and the other wizards getting covered in that type of precipitation as they fly through the clouds. 

Middle School Science- Draw pictures of Harry and the other wizards flying through each of the different kinds of clouds (e.g. cumulus, cumulonimbus). Label the types of clouds you draw. 

Chapter 4:
Fred and George have made magical Extendable Ears which they use to hear through walls. With a friend or parent, build your own extendable ears with two soup cans, some electrical tape, and a piece of string. 

Materials- Two empty tin cans (soup-cans)
- A long piece of string (8-10 feet)
- Electrical tape

Directions- Take two metal cans and cut off one end on each. Be sure not to leave any sharp edges! Cover the rim with electrical tape just to be certain. Then, make a small hole in the bottom of each can. Now take a long piece of string. Thread the string through the hole in each can, and tie a knot in each end so it can't pull back through the hole. 

Once you have done this for both cans, stand as far apart as possible, with the string pulled tight. Have one person hold the can up to their ear while the other person speaks into the can. Take turns speaking and listening through your "extendable ears." They may not be magic like Fred and George's, but they're fun and they really work!
Chapter 5:
Now that Fred and George are of age and have taken their O.W.L.'s, they seem to be using magic for all their household chores. Imagine you could use magic to do your chores around the house. Write an essay explaining which things you would use magic to do and what kinds of spells you might use (levitation, self-cleaning shelves, etc). Be as creative as you can.

Chapter 6:
Sirius shows Harry the tapestry from the House of Black, which contains the Black family tree. Teach yourself more about your own ancestry by creating your own "family tapestry" that traces your family history back to your great-grandparents.

Chapter 7:
During his trip through the Ministry of Magic, Harry sees a number of different departments within the ministry. Visit the homepage for your state or country and write down as many of the different departments and agencies within your state government and bureaucracy. 

Elementary Students, try to find ten different departments or agencies. 

Middle School Students, find at least 20 different departments and agencies. 

Chapter 8:
How do you feel Harry was treated during his hearing? Do you think the Wizengamot allowed him to defend himself well? Did the Wizengamot adhere to the Charter of Rights? Do you think Harry could have done anything to improve his hearing? Could he have called any other witnesses? Write an essay stating whether or not you agree with how the hearing was conducted. Give your reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with the procedure. 

Chapter 9:
Mrs. Weasley is having a terrible time getting rid of the boggart at the end of this chapter. Draw a picture of how you think a boggart that was tapping into your fears might appear. If you do not want to draw your own fears, draw how you think Harry's boggart might look at this point in the book.

Chapter 10:
Hermione makes fun of The Quibbler in this chapter, calling it rubbish in front of Luna Lovegood, whose father is editor of the tabloid. Imagine that you were the publisher of a tabloid based on the happenings of your own town. 

Elementary activity- Write a list of outrageous headlines for your town or school.

Middle School activity- Write a list of outrageous headlines for your town or school. Write at least two fake articles, following the model of the articles in the book. 
Chapter 11:
Harry gets into a rather heated argument with Seamus in this chapter. Follow the Sorting Hat's advice and try to encourage classmates to join together, rather than fight against one-another. In groups of three, act out the parts of Harry, Seamus, and Ron with Ron being the mediator between the two quarreling students. Mediators should focus on calming both angry parties, not simply taking sides in the conflict.

Chapter 12:
In their first divination class, Ron and Harry begin their dream journals for Professor Trelawney. Keep track of your dreams over the next week by drawing pictures each day of your dreams the night before. Since you may not remember your dreams every night, try to have at least three pictures by the end of the week.

Chapter 13:

Harry sits for a full week of detentions with Professor Umbridge, during which time she uses a rather unconventional punishment method when Harry writes his lines. Write an essay explaining how you feel about Professor Umbridge's punishment. Do you think there is something else Harry could have done to learn his lesson? Do you think he deserved to be punished at all? What kind of compromise do you think Umbridge could have made for Harry's Quidditch practice? Give details and support for your answers.

Chapter 14:
Since only wizarding folk can play Quidditch, organize another team sport with a group of friends, or your current team. While the Slytherin team spends their time thinking up rude cheers to distract Ron, work with your teammates to come up with an encouraging cheer for your own team. Once you have agreed on a cheer, write it down. Or, if your team is feeling particularly creative, have them write a new cheer for the Gryffindor quidditch team.

Chapter 15:

Hermione and Ron want Harry to teach them Defense Against the Dark Arts because they want to be fully prepared for their O.W.L.s. If you could take an extra class in on any subject, what would it be. Write an essay explaining what class you would like to take, and what, specifically, you would like to learn about that topic. It can be a normal school subject, or simply a subject you would like to know more about. Give your reasons for choosing your topic.

Chapter 16:
Elementary Math Challenge- If Hermione's three butter beers cost 6 Sickles, how much did Fred's 25 Butter Beers cost? (50 Sickles)

Middle School Math Challenge- If Harry agreed to teach defense against the dark arts only when no one had quidditch practice, and Gryffindor practices every other day, Ravenclaw practices every third day, and Hufflepuff practices every fourth day, what day would they be able to meet if they all practiced on Sunday of the same week. (Monday). 
Chapter 17:
In this chapter, Educational Decree Number Twenty Four disbands all student groups and activities. Students must seek Professor Umbridge's approval to reorganize their group. For this activity, research what you would have to do to begin a new organization or after-school activity at your school. Pick an organization that you think you and another group of students would be interested in. Find out who you would have to obtain approval from to meet after school. You might want to schedule a meeting with your principal, teacher, or another school administrator. 

If you are not currently in school, write a plan to publicize your new group in your neighborhood or town. Would you write a newspaper ad? Would you send a newsletter through the mail? How could you get others to join your group. 

Write a short description of your group/ activity and how you would go about starting it. 
Chapter 18:
Dobby tells Harry about the Room of Requirement in this chapter. What kind of room do you really wish would appear in your school or house? When would you like this room to appear; would it be there when you needed a place to hide from your parents, would it appear when you wanted a cool place to have a sleep-over party? Draw a picture of the Room of Requirement as you think it would appear to you. Be sure to include what types of things it would have in it (toys, books, things to hide behind, etc).

Chapter 19:

At the end of Chapter Nineteen, you learn something about Hagrid. Before reading on, write a brief description of where you think Hagrid has been and what he has been doing. Has he been chasing a new breed of magical creature? Has he been on a super secret mission for the Order? Use your imagination. If you have already read beyond chapter nineteen, write an alternate version of what really did happen on Hagrid's journey.

Chapter 20:

Hagrid tells his tale about visiting the giants and bringing a series of presents to their leader. Research the custom of gift-giving for a particular holiday or occasion. You could write about Birthdays, weddings, Hannukah, Christmas, or any other time when you or your family gives gifts. Find a little bit about the history of that holiday and why people traditionally give gifts on that day. If you have trouble finding information, focus on your own family history and ask your parents and grandparents about the tradition of gift-giving in your family.

Chapter 21:
Harry awakens from his dream in this chapter to a very serious emergency. Although Harry's emergency is different from anything you might experience, knowing what to do in case of an emergency is very important. For this activity, work with a partner or friend. Pretend that one of you has fallen on the play ground and hurt themselves badly. Walk through what you would do in such an emergency situation at school. Would you find a teacher? Would you call the school nurse? When might you call an ambulance? Review emergency procedures with your class and teacher. 

If you are at home, have a parent explain how you should handle an emergency situation, and take turns with your friend or partner walking through what you would do in case of an emergency. 
Chapter 22:
St. Mungo's Hospital for Magical Maladies is a wizarding Hospital, not a muggle hospital. Because of this, the wards at St. Mungo's are for wizard injuries, not human injuries. For this activity, find out which Hospital is closest to your home or school. Find out as much as you can about your local hospital. Be sure to include the hospital's name, address, and phone number. 

Elementary School- In addition to name, address, and phone number; see if you can find a website for your local hospital and write down two or three interesting facts about the hospital. You might find an interesting type of treatment, or you might know a doctor that works there; write down those facts. 

Middle School- In addition to name, address, and phone number; see if you can find a website for your local hospital and make a list of at least five of the different wards or divisions of care located in that hospital. 

For both grade-levels, if there is no information on your local hospital, try looking up information on a hospital in a near-by city or town. 
Chapter 23:
Hermione gives Ron and Harry homework diaries that speak to them when they open them. How do you keep track of your assignments? If you don't already have an assignment book, make one by stapling together pages that have the days of the week written on them, and a space at the top of the page that says "The week of: ____________" and fill in the date each week. 

If you already keep an assignment book, come up with a list of funny quotes like the ones in the chapter to remind you to get your work done. Try decorating the pages of your assignment book with these quotes, or simply keep a list of the quotes at the front of your book. 

If you are out of school for the summer, you can still write a list of quotes and rhymes. 
Chapter 24:
In this chapter, the children return to Hogwarts via the Knight Bus. 

Elementary Activity- For this activity, you will need to draw two pictures. First, draw a picture of the Knight Bus, the way Harry traveled back to school. Then, either on the same piece of paper, or another piece, draw a picture of the way you would travel to school. You can either draw a picture of the real way you travel to school, or you can imagine a new and creative way to travel and draw a picture of that mode of transportation. 

Middle School Activity- Draw a picture and write a brief description of the oddest form of transportation you have every taken. It could be a plan, train, hot-air balloon, para-sailing trip, boat trip, jet-ski, or any other type of unique transportation. If you haven't done any of these things, draw a picture and describe a type of transportation you would LIKE to ride on/in. 

Chapter 25:
Elementary Science- Harry, Ron, and Hermione read about a tragic accident involving a potted plant in The Daily Prophet. Although not necessarily deadly to humans, there are a number of plants that cause allergic reactions such as rashes. For this activity, research poison ivy, poison oak, or poison sumac. Find out what the plants look like, along with what types of reactions they cause in humans. How does an infected individual go about treating the rash? You may want to consult an encyclopedia or internet resources. Draw a picture of the plant you choose and write the facts on the picture. 

Middle School Science- Read the Elementary school activity above. If, however, you would like to research a less-common plant that causes diseases in humans, you may do so. If you would prefer, you could look up information on venus fly traps, or see if you can find information on other plans that actually "attack" insects. Write up a short paragraph report on your plant and find or draw a picture of the plant. 

Chapter 26:
Luna's father publishes an article about Harry in this chapter. Although The Quibbler is not a traditionally reliable news source, interviewing is very important communication skill for any individual. For this activity, pick an individual you would like to interview. It could be a family member, a teacher, a family friend, or a local figure. 

Elementary- Write out a list of ten questions to ask this person. Be sure to write down their responses to your answers. You might want to ask them about their background, such as birthday, birthplace. You might also want to learn about their favorites, such as favorite food, favorite color, or favorite sports team. 

Middle School- Write out a list of twenty questions to ask this person. Be certain to record your answers. If you have access to a video camera or tape-recorder, have someone tape your interview as though you were a television reporter. If you would rather imitate newspaper, write up the information you learn in your interview in the form of a newspaper article. 

Chapter 27:
Professor Umbridge discovers a very important secret in this chapter, with a little help from one of Harry's fellow students. Have you ever had someone tell a secret that you asked them not to tell? Write a brief explanation of how you felt when your secret was told. Did you feel angry? Hurt? Did you forgive the person who told your secret? If no one has ever told one of your secrets, have you ever spoiled someone else's secret? Why? Is there ever a time when it is good to tell someone's secret? Explain why it might be good to tell someone's secret.

Chapter 28:
Fred and George have really gone overboard in this chapter; they will do just about anything to distract classes when Professor Umbridge is around. Draw a picture that illustrates one of Fred and George's pranks in this chapter. Or, if you would prefer, draw a picture of one of Peeve's pranks. Be certain to show how much of a distraction these activities are causing to classes at Hogwarts.

Chapter 29:
Harry meets with Professor McGonagall in this chapter to discuss his future occupation. If you could have any career in the magical world, what would you want to do? Get together with a group of three or four other students. In small groups, share with each other which career you think you would want to pursue. Be sure to explain why you chose that job. 

Additional Discussion for Middle School- After discussing your chosen magical activity, compare your magical career with the career you are currently interested in. Which job seems more exciting to you? Do the two jobs have any similarities (do both involve law inforcement? Do both involve working with animals, etc). 

Chapter 30:
The Quidditch cup is awarded in this chapter to one of the Hogwarts House teams. What is your favorite sport championships event? Is it the super-bowl, the world series, the olympics? Pick a championship event and research the event on the internet. Who one the event most recently? Which teams competed? Is it a team sport or an individual sport? Find out interesting facts and information about the tournament or championship. For example, if you pick an Olympic sport, see if you can find out when that sport became an Olympic event. You might want to consult an almanac or encyclopedia as well to find out record holders in your event.

Chapter 31:
Harry, Ron, and Hermione are busy studying for their O.W.L. exams in this chapter. What is the hardest test or series of exams you have ever taken? Was it your biggest spelling test? Was it your state assessments? Did you have to take an entrance exam to get into your school? Write an essay about the most difficult test you have ever taken. Describe how you felt while taking it, describe how you felt to have finished. Be sure to describe any feelings of achievement or satisfaction you had in completing the task. Did you get any rewards for completing the exam? Your exam does not necessarily have to be a school subject. It could be something as unique as passing a test to obtain a boy/girl scout merit badge, or passing a test in your piano lesson. Be creative and descriptive.

Chapter 32:
Hermione seems to have a plan at the end of this chapter. Where do you think she plans to lead Professor Umbridge? What does she hope to accomplish by going there? Make a prediction as to what will happen in the next chapter. Discuss your predictions with one or two other students. 

Middle School Bonus- Pretend you are J.K. Rowling and you are writing chapter Thirty-three. Where might you have Hermione lead Professor Umbridge? 
Chapter 33:
Although Thestrals do not really exist, there are other animals that, like Thestrals, are attracted to fresh blood. Choose either the vampire bat or the great white shark and learn why they are attracted to blood. 

Middle School Bonus- See if you can find any other animals that can sense blood from other animals and make a list of these animals. 

Chapter 34:
There are a number of doors in the department of Mysteries that Harry and the group did not get a chance to open. Draw a picture of what you think might have been behind one of those un-opened doors. What type of mysterious think might have inhabited the room. Label the picture you draw.

Chapter 35:
It's time to make another prediction. Harry and Neville cannot hear the pearly-white figure speak in the commotion that surrounds them. What do you think the ghostly figure's prophesy was? Discuss amongst a group. If you have already finished the book, do not spoil it for other group members. Simply tell them what you thought the prophesy might have been.

Chapter 36:
Harry is faces a terrible loss in this chapter. Dumbledore sends him back to school and to safety almost immediately after saving him. It is difficult to imagine how Harry is feeling at this moment. 

Elementary- Write a brief description of how you think Harry must feel. How did the events of the chapter make you feel? Do you believe that Dumbledore will help explain what has happened to Harry? Do you think the next chapter will have a happier end? 

Middle School- Write a brief description of why you think Rowling included the tragedy that occurs in this chapter. Do you think it was necessary for Harry to experience such an event first-hand? What kind of impact do you think the incident will have on the remainder of the book?
Chapter 37:
Dumbledore apologizes to Harry in this chapter for continuing to put off what he should have told Harry a long time ago. Pretend you are Dumbledore for a moment. If you could use his time-turner to go back and change the course of Harry's first five years at Hogwarts, when would you have told him the truth that he learns in this chapter? Why?

Middle School Bonus- In addition to the elementary question, how do you think telling Harry sooner might have changed the events of book five?
Chapter 38:
Discussion Activity- This chapter is entitled "The Second War Begins." As you finish the book and get ready to read it all over again, discuss some of the things you think will happen in the next book in groups of 3-4 students. You may have a few more years to wait until book six arrives, so feel free to keep this discussion going for a long time. 

Art Activity- Harry learns that he must return home to the Dursley's, despite his desire to stay with Ron and Hermione for the summer. Draw a picture of one of the final scenes in this chapter. Perhaps you might want to draw the members of the Order that meet the children at King's Cross. Or, make a sketch of Harry leaving the station with the Dursley's trailing behind him. Label the scene you are trying to illustrate and then share your picture with other students. 
