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Chapter 1 and 2:

Chapter One's narration departs from the stylistic conventions of the previous three Harry Potter books by establishing dramatic irony and abandoning Harry's point of view. In the other books, we understand the story from Harry's eyes, but we never see Voldemort without Harry to mediate. However, in this book, when Harry is awakened from a dream but is unable to remember the details, we have a better idea of what is happening than he does. This beginning is more sophisticated than that of the other books. Furthermore, the book begins by describing the murder of an innocent person. Deaths have rarely been directly depicted within these books, so this scene takes the terror of Voldemort's potential to a new and more threatening level, and leaves us more uneasy than usual, less certain that everything will end well and fairly.

The zeroing in on the Riddle House works like folklore that the careful reader can use to sink his or her teeth into this book; we should be able to recognize the name "Riddle" as Voldemort's past name, as explained in the second book in the series. Most of all, we should know that Voldemort's murderous acts are deeply connected to Harry, specifically to Harry's scar. We know Harry is drawn into this evil plot simply by the fact that he is woken up by it, and we should be prepared for its repercussions throughout the story. Also, we should note a complication with Wormtail in this beginning: although he claims to be Voldemort's loyal and obedient servant, he is not eager to kill Harry. Recall in the last book that Harry saved his life, and be aware of this divided guilt and loyalty of this character. This beginning sets the stage for many mysteries to come, and it informs us from the start of what sort of plot Harry will eventually have to face at the end.

Chapter 3 and 4:

These chapters contrast the real world that we recognize and the magical wizard world. To reach Hogwarts, one only must walk casually between two train platforms; here, we also see the boundary between those worlds, and the ease with which Harry steps into the fireplace and crosses it. This makes the Wizard world familiar and imaginable. J.K. Rowling has said that one of her goals was to create a world accessible to those who know where to look. Furthermore, Harry's craftiness in getting permission to join the Weasleys is as new step in Harry's ability to overcome the boundaries imposed on his life by his relatives. With each book, his escape into the world of Magic requires Harry to take more initiative. In this fourth book, Harry is bolder, cleverer, and more experienced in escape tactics.

The introduction of the two families portrays each character humorously. The kind and curious Mr. Weasley does everything he can to make conversation with the Dursleys, who stare at him in frightened and confused dismay. The Weasley twins are polite and helpful, but their manners are laced with mischief. Harry watches everything with amusement and fascination, as does Ron. This face-off between extreme representations of the two respective worlds provides a transition that reflects Harry's shift from one to the next.

Chapter 5 and 6:
The relationships between the Weasley family members are not unusual. Sibling rivalry arises between Ron and Percy, who bosses him around smugly, as well as the basic sibling idolization that Ron feels for Bill, Charlie, Fred, and George, make sense in the context of any large family. Because the Weasleys have seven children, many opportunities for these interactions present themselves. Molly Weasley berates her twins for wasting all their time creating practical jokes instead of studying, and the eldest two brothers, more advanced in their magic than the others, become the center of attention by harmlessly dueling with the family dinner tables.

These chapters introduce new elements of the magical world. Traveling by Floo powder is nothing new for Harry, but seeing the Ton-Tongue Toffee is novel and impressive. the Portkey is something new, as is the notion of searching a child's pockets with spells, as Mrs. Weasley does when calling "Accio!" Certain ones of these magical "twists" are noted because they become important later in the story. For one thing, Harry's solution of the first Tri-Wizard Championship Task is through his use of the "Accio!" command. Furthermore, Portkeys appear again, but in disguised and dangerous form. Bertha Jorkins is mentioned here by Percy, but since Harry cannot remember his dream in its entirety, the name Bertha Jorkins means nothing to him. When all of the Hogwarts students lose their balance and fall after traveling by Portkey, the only one who remains standing is Cedric. This fact reflects his superb strength and determination, qualities that resurface throughout the story.

Chapter 7 and 8:
These chapters set the stage for the broadening international awareness in this book. In the past three books, we have seen wizards living in the United Kingdom, specifically connected with Hogwarts. Here, as we are made aware of many other countries that are full of magical people, the horizon expands, paving way for the Triwizard Tournament, and ultimately for the obligation of wizards worldwide to bind together against the newly risen Voldemort This scene includes American witches from Salem. The wizard world is not only a community based on shared magical abilities, but also on great enthusiasm for their favorite sport, as seen by the congregation at the World Cup.

The appearances of Mr. Crouch and Ludo Bagman contrast approaches to dealing with chaos and challenges. Ludo is the friendlier person; he is addressed by his first name, and wears the robes of his glory days in honor of the event. He is an unreliable figure with mostly innocent intentions. Mr. Crouch addresses people and expects to be addressed politely, and is unwilling to disclose information that Ludo seems ready to discuss. Crouch frets and organizes, while Ludo celebrates. Mr. Crouch is practiced with keeping secrets. Bagman is unsubtle, and his trysts, though often illegal and annoying, are easy to spot. He appears to be everyone's friend but is loyal to no one. Mr. Crouch acts coldly toward everybody and his lack of connection is a great seed of trouble. Neither is a model citizen, and together they represent the spectrum of wizarding power.

Chapter 9 and 10:
In these chapters, we see a shadow of the mass fear caused by Voldemort's hold on the wizarding world. Although Harry is alarmed and confused by what is going on, the terrified crowds and the hysterical Mrs. Weasley, are much more representative of the response most grown wizards have to this event. The harassing of the Muggles and the conjuring of the Dark Mark prepare Harry and his friends for what they ultimately are to expect if Voldemort returns to power. The rampage of the masked, hooded, and violent characters represents the spectre of one group of people mindlessly tormenting another. Draco's pleasure during these exploits is in keeping with his excitement during Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets when Muggle-born wizards are being attacked by the Heir of Slytherin. Draco's family is deeply rooted in Dark Wizardry, and this connection is strongly illustrated in this section. This sort of bigotry is especially directed at people like Hermione, whose parents are Muggles, and whose magical intelligence and ability is threatening to those wizards (mostly Slytherins) who hope to gain power by their names and their wealth alone.

Hermione is not as concerned about Malfoy as she is about Mr. Crouch's mistreatment of his house-elf. She recognizes this treatment as a form of abusive slavery and takes deep offense. The aftermath of the Dark Mark is the seed of Hermione's activism about liberating house-elves. Hermione's outrage represents the liberation of any oppressed minority from a stronger, more manipulative group. This fight against fear and enslavement is one of the main themes of the novel and is at the core of this entire series, in the form of an ongoing fight against oppression of Dark Wizards. In this book, Hermione comes into her own maturity more than ever before; all of the characters grow up through the series, but here Hermione sticks to her guns more than ever, and she does it in a passionate but collected, self-reliant fashion, fighting causes, helping people other than herself.

Rita Skeeter represents the omnipresent force of untruth in this book, as Professor Trelawney does in the previous book. Rita, however, is more deliberate in her efforts; she complicates situations, fully aware that he quotes are not accurate, and in this introduction to her, we are given a hint of what is to come, as well as a lesson to readers of J.K. Rowling's novels: this author almost never mentions names that do not at some point become significant to the plot. This chapter reintroduces the problem of the Weasleys' finances, a theme that rears its head more in this book than in the others; and lastly, one certainty offered by these chapters is that Harry's scar scare is not simply a coincidence. It foretells Voldemort's involvement and closeness.

Chapter 11 and 12:

The return to Hogwarts details many of the recurring rivalries at the school. Malfoy and his cronies have not yet tired of picking on Ron for his lack of money, and Colin Creevey trails Harry around. Peeves engages in pranks, and Hermione takes an strong moral stance about house elves. The return to normalcy is reassuring after the irregularities at the World Cup, it is reassuring to return to the confines and comforts of Hogwarts, where at least the routines and the people are predictable. But of course, Hogwarts even in its traditions is never fully traditional; and what seems prepared to be a "normal" school year opens up into a yearlong interschool tournament, the student counterpart of the Quidditch World Cup, aiming to unite young wizards across Europe.

For Harry, the Triwizard Tournament is an interesting challenge; he is not allowed to enter, as he is underage. However, he has always been considered a hero by the wizard world, and although he doesn't need or want the extra fame, he does think it would feel good to enter and win. Because Harry's name gained its renown before he was old enough to remember, his adventures allow him to live up to his notoriety, and prove himself worthy of recognition. This tournament would further that purpose, and in addition, Harry has his first legitimate interest in the opposite sex, and the goal of impressing Cho motivates him.

Chapter 13 and 14:

Moody is the most formidable teacher Harry has ever had; although it is widely known that Dumbledore is a powerful wizard, Harry has never actually watched him in action. Moody knows and performs the most dangerous and difficult spells, and he lives up to his reputation as being as eccentric as he is skilled. He is kind to the good characters in this book, including Neville, whom other teachers often ridicule; people at Hogwarts act respectfully toward him because they are aware that he could turn them all into ferrets if they don't. This respect even extends to Snape, who usually acts insolent to the defense against the dark arts teachers, as he is known to covet their teaching position. Hagrid's description of the sexual difference between the Skrewts highlights Harry's growing awareness of sexuality. In previous novels, differences in sex were never really considered; now, as the characters are entering a phase of adolescent crushes and sexual tension, the distinction is being made more clearly, as it is beginning to matter in the lives of the characters.

Hermione is pursuing her cause seriously. Rather then objecting to the subjugation of house-elves by immaturely not eating or simply stomping her foot, Hermione has taken agency to create a society to protect the rights' of the house-elves. This is yet another example of her growth throughout the series; J.K. Rowling did explain in interviews that these seven books would trace the growth of the characters, and in this book, Hermione stands out as the closest to adulthood-here with her determination, and later with her calm unwillingness to take sides when Harry and Ron are not getting along.

Chapter 15 and 16:

Rowling establishes a pattern regarding wizards' character. Competent wizards are kind, and poor wizards, are defensive, bullying, and distrustful because they are aware that their own deficiencies can and will be revealed when faced with more powerful wizards. Moody and Dumbledore are virtually invincible. They can act kindly without having students take advantage of them, simply because they are so thoroughly watchful and competent; many times Harry has outsmarted Snape, but students almost never outsmart Dumbledore. Similarly, nobody acts up in Moody's class; they all know better than that. Malfoy has always hated and resented Hermione for being a non-pureblood wizard who gets the best grades in the class; Snape resents Harry, who always outsmarts him. Dumbledore never fights to be right, and he is the one whose leadership is always respected instinctively by the students and other teachers. Moody gains instant respect and renown throughout the school, simply because of his experience and ability as a teacher.

Sexual tension, which is not present in the first three Harry Potter books, is prominent in the fourth. Sirius, Dumbledore, and all of the Hogwarts teachers are presumably single—in fact, the only wizard couples we have been made aware of are Harry's late parents, and the Weasleys. One explanation is the English boarding school setting, where the students' lives are the focus, and the teachers' lives and affairs simply set a backdrop that is not to be examined. Another explanation is that relations between the sexes should enter the picture at Harry's current age, and so at this point in the series, they become important to the plot.

Everybody gawks at Krum because of his talent on the Quidditch field. He is quiet and not particularly attractive, but boys congregate around him seeking his friendship, and girls, seeking his autograph. This appearance poses an interesting dilemma for Harry, who for the first time in his life is part of an audience that is reacting to someone else's fame. He and Hermione seem the most levelheaded about Krum's appearance within their midst, as she is too dignified and intelligent to be impressed, and Harry is standing back while Ron fawns over Krum. Harry has gained a experienced deal of unsolicited attention in his life, over his infant defeat of Voldemort; he is used to seeing people stare at his scar and whisper about him behind his back, and here we see the full absurdity of the fame-hungry throngs admiring a hero. It is no surprise that Harry and Krum do not initially pursue each others' friendship, but that they ultimately get along well; they are living in very similar public circumstances. Ron is painted badly in his excitement about Krum. He has always been a deeply loyal friend to Harry, seemingly unconcerned with Harry's status in the wizard world, but in his blind adoration for Krum, as well as his coming anger with Harry for becoming a champion, Ron loses a bit of credibility as an unconditionally supportive friend.

Chapter 17 and 18:

When Harry is announced as the fourth Triwizard champion, everybody reacts in a way emblematic of his or her personality. Dumbledore is concerned and surprised that something unexpected has happened after he prepared the tournament so seamlessly, but he is willing to believe in the uncanny, and he knows that Harry did not try to put his name in the Goblet. Ludo, who loves sport far too much to take a moral stake in it, or to think ahead to possible reasons or repercussions of Harry's involvement, is simply thrilled. Snape begrudges Harry for having thwarted the rules. The two visiting teachers are still gathering their new footing, and thus they are wary of everything, including Dumbledore, the Goblet, and the tournament in general. Moody is instantly suspicious of the tournament having been rigged by someone who wants Harry dead, which is not surprising, considering his reputation of anything unusual to be a mark of Dark Wizardry. Hermione is a good friend, allowing Harry to talk to her outside of the public ear, and believing Harry when he says he didn't place himself in the situation deliberately. Ron is jealous of Harry's fame and money, and so he shuns him.

Harry is thrust into the public eye again, and has mixed feelings about his prominence. He hates that people believe he cheated to get into the competition, and yet he admits that he was excited at the prospect of entering and winning. He misses Ron, worries about the tasks, and longs to return to relative anonymity. For these reasons, he is displeased when Rita Skeeter coaxes him into a broom closet for a personal interview. Harry hates the extra attention, knowing that most of the school will assume that he has asked for it. Rita Skeeter represents the sort of renown that Harry detests—pursuit of fame through untruth. She also represents an awful sort of presumption, knowing exactly what she wants to write about Harry before listening to Harry's responses.

Chapter 19 and 20:

In the Harry Potter books, no matter what the situation, Harry is the underdog who fights the most difficult battles and wins. Although Harry is relieved and thrilled by his victory, he and his fans gain a sense of security regarding his coming two tasks. This series of events is characteristic of all books in this series: because Harry is brave and competent, he overcomes sufficient barriers early in the story, gaining confidence to face more dangerous ones in the end. This is the first stepping-stone of triumph in what turns out to be a bittersweet string of challenges.

Although the champions are instructed to face their tasks without any inside help, each and every one of them have some assistance during the tournament. Moody observes to Harry that as long as the tournament has been around, cheating has been a part of it; we are to understand from his statement that community connectedness is all-important in the wizards' world. Hagrid, out of loyalty to Harry, shows him the dragons; Harry, out of fairness, tells Cedric about them. Moody advises Harry on how to get past the dragons; Hermione, out of genuine concerned friendship, spends a great deal of time helping Harry to prepare. Almost nothing that Harry does in any of these books is achieved alone; he approaches challenges with courage and a basic groundwork of skill. The friendships and connections he has made along the way enable him to succeed.

Harry's conversation with Sirius comes at an opportune time, as he has no parents to ask advice from, and all of his Hogwarts mentors are supposed to stand as "objective" tournament authorities. As the letters have suggested, Sirius is truly playing his role as Harry's appointed guardian, both by giving solid, stern advice, such as the points about Moody and Karkaroff, and also by offering reassurance, his having appeared when he said he would, right when Harry has the most worries about the coming tasks. Sirius is a welcome presence throughout this book, as he is a source of information from the outside world, and a secretive and loyal companion to Harry. Ironically, this escaped accused murderer is the person in whom Harry can most easily confide and trust in.

Chapter 21 and 22:
In contrast to the other times when Harry achieves notoriety, in these chapters, he enjoys his fame. The celebration in Gryffindor common room represents they idyllic appeal of that British boarding school novels offer: a group of unsupervised children staying up late at night, eating sweets, and delighting in some recent event that has provided them with a group triumph. Everybody is happy, mischievous, and victorious.

Hermione plows on with her fight against elf-enslavement. She has found a way to get into the kitchens, and so she, Ron, and Harry discover a new frontier within the vast expanses of the Hogwarts castle, as they encounter hundreds of house- elves, happily doing housework. This event shows that it is impossible to learn everything about anything, as Dumbledore remarks. No matter how thoroughly Harry investigates Hogwarts, there is still one more painting guarding one more room, or one more wizard secret to be discovered. Furthermore, this venture into the kitchen brings Harry back into contact with Dobby, and it gives him more insight into Winky's relationship with Mr. Crouch. She clearly is more bound to him than anyone would expect, Mr. Crouch being the cold and rather unlovable man that he is. Hermione, as the champion of this liberation cause, is not yet concerned that the objects of her tirade do not seem to want to be liberated.

The unexpected task of finding dates for the Yule Ball brings many of the sexual tension issues to fruition. Harry shows his basic boyish awkwardness by cluelessly and somewhat coldly rebuffing several girls who ask him to the dance. He makes himself vulnerable by asking Cho, "Wanngoballwime?" and finding that she has already agreed to go with Cedric. Until this point, Harry has not felt rivalry with Cedric, but he grows sullen and resentful toward his opponent. Ron, meanwhile, after making a fool of himself by asking Fleur, is desperate for an attractive-looking date, and he makes more of a fool of himself by noticing suddenly that Hermione is a girl, and asking her as a last resort. Ron has had quite a lot of passionate, heated spats with Hermione over the course of this book and others, but here the spats have more to do with romance-for example, Ron accuses Hermione of liking Cedric just because he is handsome, and Hermione is annoyed with Ron for fawning over Fleur. From here until the end of the Yule Ball, their tension blossoms fully, making it clear to both of them what is going on, even though neither will or want to admit their attraction to the other.

Chapter 23 and 24:

Harry becomes increasingly aware of sexual difference in these chapters. The night of the Yule Ball, Harry overhears two discussions he wishes he had not heard, between Hagrid and Madame Maxime, and then between Ron and Hermione. In each cases, the male says or does something offensive to the female, causing her to stomp away, enraged. Harry is confused about women, although in Hermione's case, he recognizes that she understands what is happening to a much greater extent than Ron does. Harry is still nursing his own bruised ego at seeing Cho with Cedric, and he is quietly observing in this chapter that romance is a lot more complicated than it so far has been worth. Male camaraderie sweeps the night, which, although disappointing, gives Ron and Harry a chance for a long walk and discussion. During this walk, Harry overhears one conversation that he wishes he had head more of, between Snape and Karkaroff—Harry has always suspected Snape of some sort of treachery, and he now knows from Sirius that Karkaroff once was a Death Eater, making their mysterious conversation very curious.

Rita Skeeter's character allows Rowling to address racial stereotypes and bigotry. Indeed, the house-elves are subjected to work for wizards; pure blood wizards scorn Muggle-born wizards; gentle Hagrid is seen as a threat for being half-giant. Throughout all of these dilemmas of prejudice, Hermione and Dumbledore are the greatest advocates of true equality among all magical and non-magical races. This is one of the reasons why Voldemort is such a great threat to wizards worldwide; he attacks Muggle-born wizards, encourages terrible treatment of everyone, including house-elves, and taints the giants' reputation by calling them over to his side. Hagrid is so hopeful and encouraging to Harry about winning the Triwizard Tournament and showing everybody that basic skill and honesty will defeat old money, gossip, and snobbery, that Harry knows he must do everything he can to figure out the second clue. Only at this point does Harry understand how much rests on his shoulders; he has always been treated specially and encouraged, but here he sees himself the way Hagrid sees him, as the underdog who defeats the odds and makes life fair.

Chapter 25 and 26:

Harry's success is a result of other people's help in these chapters. Outside assistance is especially important as he enters the lake, previously unexplored territory, opening up yet another level of exploration to Harry's Hogwarts experience. Moody becomes more of a conspirator with Harry during the invisibility cloak sequence on the stairs—causing Harry to wonder why Moody is so suspicious of Snape, and causing him to entrust Moody with his precious Marauder's Map.

J. K. Rowling works to dispel preconceived notions about magical worlds. With the merpeople, she does just that, in a wonderfully self-conscious way. She presents us with a beautiful, shapely, stereotypical mermaid in the painting in the prefects' bathroom, so we have a good idea of what Harry is to expect; then underwater, she reveals to us a village of hideous creatures with long, green, tangled hair, sallow gray skin, and broken teeth. They are not remotely what we thought Harry would find at the bottom of the lake, and they are not supposed to be, for even mythology must have its secrets, and even Harry, who is still learning about the wizard world, has his own, often misled, notions about how things should be.

Chapter 27 and 28:

Winky's misery complicates Hermione's crusade against the subjection of house elves. The elf who has no master is the only unhappy one, and the other elves are embarrassed that one of their party could be unhappy when there is still work to do. Hermione's drive to liberate these creatures threatens the servile purpose of their existence. Mr. Crouch has turned full circle. Instead of his usual impeccable grooming and dress and speech, he begins raving madly, talking to trees, and clinging to Harry's robes. This situation is amplified by Sirius's unease with the empty spot next to Winky at the Quidditch World Cup. Of all of the things he finds strange about the recent events, this one puzzles him most.

Ron and Hermione receive acknowledgment in these chapters that they aren't normally used to. For once, Ron is welcomed as a hero, and for once, Hermione is considered attractive. The ways these characters react to their new roles is interesting. Ron, having always lived in Harry's shadow, enjoys his recognition. He exaggerates the undersea story to impossible extremes, and enjoyes the attention he gets. It is clear in this book that Ron, the youngest of six sons, wants to be recognized and admired as an individual separate from Harry. His relationship with other men reflects this desire: he admires Krum for his supernatural Quidditch abilities; he values Harry as a best friend; and he admires his twin brothers for their bright, bold personalities. Hermione, on the other hand, has always prided herself on her brains rather than her looks. When boys find her beautiful, she reacts with great modesty, not changing at all to in response to her newfound attention. Rather than being swept away by the notion of Krum's fame, she lavishes more attention on Harry, when both emerge from the lake. She remains loyal to her friends, and she lies low; she seems excited by the attention, but not changed by it.

Chapter 29 and 30:

Rowling uses similar devices in the books in the series to explain events that occurred before harry's lifetime. In this novel, as well as in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry is granted entrance into hidden mysteries of the past through a magical memory-saving device. In The Chamber of Secrets, it was Tom Riddle's diary; in this case, it is Dumbledore's Pensieve (thought-preserver). These devices give both Harry and us a clear understanding of the past without learning it directly from another character in the book. In each case, he witnesses the past first-hand, and he uses the information he gains to help solve the mystery at the end of each book. Here, Harry sees things from Dumbledore's memory, a method for him to learn from the headmaster without compromising Dumbledore's integrity. Even after looking into the Pensieve, Harry is spared a great deal of information, such as the true story of Dumbledore's forgiveness of Snape. This still lingers as a mystery, and will probably not be resolved until a later book. But we see Dumbledore's faith in Harry when he explains the story of Neville's parents and trusts Harry not to tell anyone.

The vision allows Harry to understand events that he is not present to witness. The dream that awakens him in Chapter One is true, suggesting that this dream might also offer some portent of Voldemort's whereabouts and plans. Harry reports his dreams to figures of authority, and he uses his visions in the Pensieve to gain a fuller understanding of certain characters who seem already to have shady pasts, but whose exact roles Harry does not yet know. Harry already has been placed in situations of responsibility unusual for a boy his age. This method of informing him via a dream is especially important, because it places him alone in a situation where he can have no external help. As most of his battles require some assistance, his dream-encounters with Voldemort represent the ultimate loneliness and helplessness. He has no option but to face Voldemort alone. To make Harry's efforts legitimate, he must do this battle alone; by taking him away from Hogwarts castle, or by unconsciously entering into his dreams, Voldemort can corner Harry.

Chapter 31 and 32:

These chapters include three motifs typical of folklore and mythology. First, the notion of the maze is ancient; heroes throughout mythology have had to find their ways through dark, magical mazes in order to achieve special honor. Making the maze the third and final task connects the Triwizard Tournament to a great tradition of magical history. It assumes an awareness of the techniques of the past, and it ensures that each contestant enters and competes alone. In fact, the three tasks become progressively less visible to spectators: first in open air, they must get past a dragon while the school watches; second, they must emerge with their prizes person from underwater, where the audience can at least see the order; here, there is no audience to see who wins, nor are their any instructions regarding what lies within.

A second element of mythology is the idea of an ancient, timeless magic. J. R. R. Tolkein in The Lord of the Rings novels and C. S. Lewis in The Chronicles of Narnia are among the authors who reference the idea of a magical or spiritual force whose great age makes it powerful. The idea of ancient magic draws on a scholarly tradition and on the idea that there is an ancient body of wisdom and formulas that only the wisest people know and utilize. Old magic establishes morals, and idealizes a past when humans and wizards understood the mystical potential of noble actions. Here, Voldemort summons his own interpretation of old magic in order to combat the old magic that stripped him of his power and left Harry with a scar.

A final mythic element is the hero's departure from his home in order to face dangers and protect a greatedr good. Each of the books in the Harry Potter series finds a way to remove Harry from the safe confines of Hogwarts and pit him against a dangerous adult wizard, without knowing where he is or how to protect himself. All of the final battles are slanted against Harry because Harry is exiled from everything he knows.

Chapter 33 and 34:

Voldemort gives Harry information regarding his history and secrets, believing that Harry will die at his hands that night and that all of this information would die with him. Hearing about what happened to Voldemort after his curse backfired, how he used and killed Bertha Jorkins, how he finally managed to return to his body and summon his followers, and what he would do next, places Harry in an insider position that no other person has. Only Harry, upon returning to Hogwarts, is in a position of authority to explain exactly what occurred with Cedric's death and Voldemort's rebirth.

In Rowling's books, characters who are dead continue to influence the course of the plot. Voldemort extinguished each of the people who return as shades to protect Harry, and each of them have a certain power of invincibility that Voldemort does not have-they cannot die again; he can. Their lives have been decided, prematurely, by his killing curse; yet they are not gone from this world, and they can still make marks on the lives of others. Furthermore, both the ghosts from Priori Incantatem and the information Voldemort mistakenly sends back to Hogwarts with Harry belie the notion that the dead are non-entities. Harry has teetered many times on the edge of death, preparing to die bravely like his parents and Cedric, and so far each time he has come back. The knowledge that comes with this brink is of incomparable emotional importance; not only does it grant Harry unearthly bits of wisdom, but also it provides him with an added bravery, due to an added trust in the forces, dead and alive, that are determined to keep him living.

Chapter 35:

This chapter resolves much of the foreshadowing of the previous chapters, and answers almost all of the questions posed throughout the book. It is reassuring that the confessions are made through the use of Veritaserum, because by this point, so many secrets have been kept and revealed that it will be difficult to believe anything at all without full certainty that it must necessarily be the truth. Furthermore, in this chapter, many events are revealed to have dual purposes. Moody has helped Harry throughout the book only in order to hurt Harry in the end.

Moody's revelations upset the trust that we and the students at Hogwarts have placed in Moody. This turn of events is possibly the greatest disappointment of the book, as Moody previously seems a thoroughly solid, trustworthy character. The unveiling of him as a villain leaves everybody's instincts, including those of Dumbledore, in an insecure state. He fools all of the characters in the book, and leaves the greatest wound. In the previous three books, the great villains are surprising. But with the false security of Mad-Eye Moody, nothing seems safe. The most we can hope is that the real Moody, fast asleep in the trunk, will be when he awakens as eccentric and endearing as the false Moody.

Harry's homecoming as Triwizard Champion is, needless to say, not at all how Harry daydreamed it would be in the months before his name was entered into the Goblet. The deception of the tournament is a terrible example of the malicious workings of Voldemort. Rather than being rewarded with celebration, the winners' reward was death. The major tournaments in this book—Quidditch and the Triwizard Cup—end frightfully due to some work of a Voldemort supporter.

Chapter 36 and 37:

Dumbledore reiterates his belief the choices we make rather than our heritage dictate what sort of people we become. Here, this idea is illustrated with the brother wands whose differing strands of magic duel. Both Harry and Voldemort, when fate pairs them with their wands, are given the same potential for magic. However, when the wands face each other for the first time, Voldemort uses his wand for casting the killing curse, and Harry, for disarming Voldemort. The polar opposite intentions produce this effect, making it nearly impossible for either wand to harm the bearer of the other. Harry and Voldemort are bound not only by their pasts, but by their wands as well.

In each book, Voldemort's status is left uncertain. In this novel, it becomes clear that he is going to return stronger than ever. The end of the story focuses on the means for preparation of the various wizards involved. Hagrid makes a comment that holds true for all of these situations in all of the books: nobody can stop what is coming, but anybody can wait and meet it as fiercely as possible when it comes. Dumbledore uses the knowledge he has gained from Harry and Moody to bring the good wizarding world together against the Dark forces. The example of the Triwizard Tournament and the Quidditch Cup represents international cooperation. Since Voldemort is a universal threat, wizards worldwide must join forces before it is too late. Thus, the importance of community continuity is more pressing than ever before. Dumbledore emphasizes honesty in these chapters, making it clear that the sooner the facts are faced, the sooner they can be dealt with.

