Chapter Analysis for HP and the Half Blood Prince

Taken from www.sparknotes.com
Chapter 1 and 2:

Although the Wizarding world and the Muggle world are generally kept entirely separate from each other, Chapter 1 sees the boundaries once again starting to collapse, with Voldemort’s evil actions affecting non-wizards as much as wizards. Suddenly, Muggles seem particularly powerless, wholly unable to fight back with any force or vigor and unable to explain the mysterious disasters with any degree of clarity. Voldemort’s powers are strong enough to require a joint effort from both Ministers, but while Scrimgeour has sent an Auror to look after the Muggle Minister, and has offered magical treatment to Muggles who have been harmed by Voldemort, the Prime Minister can do very little to protect his own people. Despite the Muggle Minister’s apprehension, the Ministry of Magic is clearly doing its best to protect Muggles from Voldemort’s wrath. Without that help, they would be defenseless in the face of extreme evil.

When Bellatrix and Narcissa approach Snape for help, we discover Snape’s apparent allegiance, which remains hidden to Harry. Unlike in the rest of the series, where we discover information as Harry does, piecing together the puzzle in tandem, at the start of Chapter 2, readers are instantly made privy to information that Harry only suspects to be true. Consequently, Rowling deliberately colors, very early on in the narrative, the ways in which readers interpret the events that follow. While Harry spends nearly a year attempting to prove Snape’s allegiance to Voldemort and Draco Malfoy’s ill intentions, readers already know that both Snape and Malfoy are up to no good. We are instantly made supporters of Harry’s quest and empathize when he is dismissed by Ron, Hermione, and members of the Order of the Phoenix as being unnecessarily suspicious of Snape. No matter how many people tell Harry is he crazy, readers know that his fears are justified, and it only makes us support him with more vigor. Rowling knowingly positions Harry as likable, well-intentioned, occasionally flawed, and perpetually misunderstood. Aside from having access to magic, Harry is never described as being superhuman in any way, and he is thus easy to relate to.

The exchange between Narcissa and Snape is the reader’s first clue that Draco Malfoy, although immensely unlikable, is not an entirely unsympathetic character. Like Harry, he is grappling with the loss of his father at the hands of Lord Voldemort. Draco knows that if he does not successfully complete Voldemort’s bidding, he and his family will be killed immediately. Obviously, Narcissa also understands that Voldemort does not actually think that Draco is capable of fulfilling the task set before him, and her fears that this is all simply punishment for Lucius Malfoy’s failures are confirmed by Snape. The Malfoys, despite pledging allegiance to Voldemort, are as threatened by him as any of his dissenters, and they are actually no better off than supporters of Dumbledore. Clearly, Voldemort trusts no one and feels no sense of obligation to any of his followers, whom he regards as disposable. Narcissa cares for her family so strongly that she is willing to defy Voldemort’s orders to help save them. Snape, in taking the Unbreakable Vow, assures readers that he is, in fact, dedicated to supporting Lord Voldemort in whatever task he has set himself to. In doing so, Snape effectively defies the Order of the Phoenix. Still, it is important to remember that Snape has a long history of working as a double agent, swearing loyalty to Dumbledore while pretending to support Voldemort, and funneling information about Voldemort’s plans back to Dumbledore and the Order. Despite agreeing to an Unbreakable Vow, there is still a very small possibility that Snape might, in fact, be following Dumbledore’s orders, especially considering how Dumbledore’s plans are always self-sacrificing and designed for the greater good.

Chapter 3, 4 and 5:
As Rowling emphasizes, the main reason Harry has been successful as a young wizard is the steady, unwavering help of his loyal companions and closest friends, Ron and Hermione. Hermione is bright and careful, while Ron is brave and strong. When Dumbledore suggests that Harry share the contents of the prophecy with his friends, Rowling further emphasizes Dumbledore’s wisdom. Clearly, Dumbledore understands both Harry’s strengths and his weaknesses. When Harry finally has the opportunity to tell Ron and Hermione the truth about what happened at the Ministry, he experiences enormous relief. Harry has never been a perfect student, and his magical abilities often fail him; Ron and Hermione are as much a part of Harry’s quest as Harry himself, and each of his successes and failures falls on their heads as well as his. They are each at their most powerful when they are together, and Rowling is careful to emphasize the importance of teamwork, trust, love, and cooperation when fighting off evil. As explained at the close of Book V, Harry’s capacity to love and be loved is his greatest strength as a wizard. Nowhere is this capacity more evident than in his relationship to his two best friends.

Horace Slughorn’s excitement about meeting Harry is the first sign that Harry will be treated differently at Hogwarts this year. While Harry has always enjoyed a certain amount of notoriety, the Daily Prophet has spent the entire summer referring to him exclusively as the “Chosen One,” and the Wizarding world has responded with a mix of fear and admiration. Even though Slughorn is initially reluctant to return to Hogwarts, Harry unknowingly woos him back, inadvertently preying on Slughorn’s desire to surround himself with influential young wizards. Regardless, Harry has never wanted to be treated as anything other than an equal by his peers, and all of this attention makes him extremely uncomfortable. Given his tumultuous childhood and his parents’ murder at the hands of Voldemort, Harry simply wants to attend school and feel normal. Unfortunately, he was marked for life from the moment he was born.

The results of the O.W.L. exams are very important in determining the futures of young wizards. Although Harry does remarkably well, his grades are nowhere near as high as Hermione’s. Rowling reminds her readers once again that Harry is imperfect, subject to the same stresses and failures as any student, and that in spite of his powers and reputation as the “Chosen One,” he still has to study and often comes up short academically. Harry does receive an Exceeds Expectations in Defense Against the Dark Arts, which is telling given Harry’s birthright and supposed destiny. Obviously, Harry has been predestined to destroy the Dark Arts, and his natural affinity for the practice will only help Harry when he finally faces Voldemort.

Chapter 6 and 7:
Harry is certain that Draco Malfoy is involved with Voldemort and will go to any length to prove Draco’s guilt. Since Rowling has made us privy to Snape’s meeting with Narcissa Malfoy, we are sympathetic to Harry’s cause. Still, Harry’s friends seem to be growing increasingly skeptical of Harry’s convictions while Harry’s confidence continues to swell. Clearly, Ron and Hermione are not yet ready to believe that Draco is actually a Death Eater like his father Lucius. Throughout the Harry Potter series, we often see Harry trying his best to convince his friends of something he thinks is amiss or incorrect, or to alert them of someone whom he considers suspicious or under the influence of Voldemort. Sometimes Harry is right, and sometimes he’s wrong. Like most people, he is not perfect, and his assumptions do not always prove true. Ron and Hermione’s reluctance to believe everything Harry thinks, without questioning his conclusions, is indicative of the strength of their relationship. Rather than accepting Harry’s ideas, Ron and Hermione ask questions and challenge Harry, trying to help him rather than agreeing with whatever he says.

The meaning of what Harry overheard at Borgin and Burkes is completely unclear at this point in the novel. Harry, Ron, and Hermione know that Draco is attempting to fix something, and that whatever it is he needs fixed is part of a pair—but they have no idea what the object might be. Once again, Rowling purposefully keeps her readers guessing. We know that Draco is up to no good, but we, like Harry and his friends, are still unclear on the specifics of his scheme. Because of all this uncertainty, Rowling is able to create and maintain suspense, which, in turn, keeps readers invested in her story. From here on out, we learn of Draco’s mischief only as Harry pieces together his plot, and we find ourselves inadvertently aligned with his point of view. It’s impossible not to root for Harry, because readers begin to feel as if they’re a part of his team. Rowling is careful to make sure her readers understand that while Harry is imperfect, his intentions are always good.

Slughorn gathers in his cabin those students whom he believes to be the most potentially influential at Hogwarts, and we quickly learn that this doesn’t necessarily mean those with impressive parentage. Like Dumbledore, Slughorn does not believe that Pureblood students are, by default, the most desirable, and by inviting Ginny Weasley, whom he catches performing a particularly impressive hex, we see that Slughorn is genuinely interested in the skills and talents of his picks. Although Harry never enjoys being singled out for his differences, being in Slughorn’s car for lunch gives him a special opportunity to sneak into the Slytherin compartment and continue his private investigation of Draco Malfoy. While Dumbledore has often cautioned his students against becoming too divided and failing to unify as a school, the four Houses at Hogwarts are nonetheless fairly segregated, and the Slytherins would have never allowed Harry inside of their car, nor would he have been able to attempt such an act without the help of his cloak. When Draco catches Harry, readers begin to understand that Draco is a challenging opponent to Harry, and not just the dumb bully that Harry and his friends like to believe he is.

Chapter 8 and 9:
Harry’s fascination with Draco continues to grow in this section. Harry is so convinced of Draco Malfoy’s guilt that he can think of little else. Already, he has twice used his Invisibility Cloak to follow Draco and spy on Draco when he thinks he’s alone. These episodes reflect Harry’s bravery but also demonstrate his inability or unwillingness to think ahead. While Harry does overhear some incriminatory talk between Draco and the other Slytherins in his cabin, Draco obviously suspects Harry’s presence and says nothing that could not be excused as showing off to his friends. Likewise, when Harry, Ron, and Hermione listen in to Draco’s conversation with Borgin, they are not ready to deal with what they hear. Instead, Hermione rushes into the shop prematurely and without a suitable plan and ends up raising Borgin’s suspicions and getting herself kicked out of the shop. Clearly, Harry’s use of his Invisibility Cloak to follow Draco around has not been without its hardships and complications, most of which have been caused by a lack of foresight. As Dumbledore explains in Book V, Harry’s education must come slowly and unfold over time. Harry, however, is more interested in knowing everything as quickly as possible and often gets himself into unfortunate predicaments as a result.

When the train arrives at Hogwarts, Harry’s cover is compromised, Draco freezes him, and he gets himself into an impossible situation, unable to protect himself from attack or even leave the train. When Tonks suddenly appears to help Harry, it becomes clear that Dumbledore and the Order are taking special care to protect Harry this year. Tonks tells Harry that she didn’t see him leave the train and realized he might be hiding. She came on board to make sure he was safe, but her timing is suspiciously perfect. When Harry asks what she was doing in Hogsmeade, Tonks tells him she has been stationed there, but it seems far more likely that she’s actually been assigned to watch over Harry and make sure he remains safe. Harry does not seem to understand Tonks’s role in his wellbeing and is simply relieved to have been rescued and allowed to return to school.

Harry has never been an especially strong Potions student, and with Snape as his instructor he always found Potions confounding and useless. Still, Slughorn continually reminds Harry how his mother, Lily, excelled at Potions, and Harry has figured out that he can use the Half-Blood Prince’s textbook to emulate her success. Hermione is skeptical of and annoyed by the Prince’s book, mostly because she is such a strong student and finds Harry’s use of the Prince’s notes to be unfair and unethical. When Harry wins the vial of Felix Felicis, Hermione is angry that her role in Harry’s life is being threatened. Typically, Hermione is the only one of the three friends who can figure out their schoolwork, make the correct potions, write the acceptable essays, and answer the hard questions. When Harry finds a way to bypass Hermione’s help, she feels hurt and betrayed. She believes that Harry is taking an unnecessary shortcut and that the Prince’s advice may be either dangerous or incorrect. She is envious and troubled by Harry’s newfound study help and cannot seem to understand why he refuses to give the book back.

Chapter 10 and 11:
When Dumbledore invites Harry into the Pensieve, he is granting Harry exclusive access to Voldemort’s childhood in the hopes that Harry will better understand Voldemort’s habits and tendencies and eventually be able to use that information to destroy Voldemort forever. In their first trip into the Pensieve, Harry witnesses the Gaunts, a despicable family obsessed with their Pureblood Slytherin lineage and with maintaining a Mud-free line. The Gaunts treat each other very badly and extend their lack of goodwill to their neighbors. Clearly, Marvolo and Morfin are at war with the Muggle families living nearby and can think of nothing worse than Merope falling in love with a Muggle man. Marvolo and Morfin finally end up in Azkaban thanks to the intervention of the Ministry, but Harry is surprised to find himself feeling almost sympathetic toward Voldemort’s mother, Merope, who was forced to endure constant abuse from her father and brother. Merope falls in love with a Muggle man, and it seems possible that her feelings are as much a result of wanting to escape her terrible family as anything else. Merope may have a crush on Tom, but her desires are certainly rooted in a desire to betray and anger her terrible relatives. Because Tom has no reason to reciprocate her feelings, Merope is forced to administer a love potion, and when it wears off, she’s left pregnant and alone. We can sympathize with Merope’s plight, despite her terrible father and brother.

Rowling continues to underscore the importance of friendship. Dumbledore agrees that it would be wise for Harry to share the new information about Voldemort with Ron and Hermione, suggesting the necessity of collaborative thinking and action. At Quidditch tryouts, Harry picks Ron as Gryffindor Keeper, even though he knows that Ron is an extremely inconsistent player. Still, Harry would rather protect the feelings of his best friend that choose a Keeper who may perform more reliably. Luckily for Harry, Ron performs quite well at tryouts, so Harry’s moral dilemma dissipates. Later, Hagrid also calls on his young friends for their loyalty and support. Even though Ron and Harry are horrified by the prospect of visiting Aragog, Hagrid’s giant spider-friend, Hermione offers to accompany Hagrid, which makes him feel loved and cared for. He turns down their offer, but Hermione’s willingness to make the trip was more than enough to satisfy Hagrid’s desire for friendship and support.

Dumbledore’s seat in the Great Hall is often empty, and it’s difficult for the student body of Hogwarts to see that their headmaster is not there for them when they need him the most. Harry considers Dumbledore a father figure, and most of Hogwarts feels similarly. Given the troubling conditions of the time, with Death Eaters striking innocent victims and people constantly being placed under the Imperius Curse, it is important for the students to feel as though they are being protected and watched over by a wizard as old and as powerful as Dumbledore. Unfortunately, Dumbledore has said nothing about where he goes in his absences, and the students are left feeling abandoned and unimportant. Throughout Harry’s tenure at Hogwarts, there have been many times when the school has threatened to close because of unsafe conditions, and it has always been Dumbledore’s role to comfort parents and ensure them of their children’s safety. With Dumbledore gone, there is little reason for either students or their parents to feel secure. Harry, like most students, feels vaguely betrayed by Dumbledore’s empty chair, finding it difficult to imagine what might be more important than guarding Hogwarts.

Chapter 12 and 13:

Harry is still mourning the murder of his godfather, Sirius. Sirius was Harry’s only living relative, chosen as his godfather by his parents, James and Lily Potter. He was killed at the Ministry of Magic a year ago while trying to protect Harry. In many ways, Harry feels responsible for Sirius’s death. At this point, every one of Harry’s family members has been killed trying to protect him. Harry cannot help but blame himself for Sirius even being at the Ministry in the first place, since it was Harry who led the Order of the Phoenix into Voldemort’s trap. Consequently, the sight of Mundungus, who is notorious for pilfering other people’s possessions and selling them on the black market, juggling Sirius’s belongings is unbearably hurtful to Harry. Harry is not necessarily upset that Mundungus has stolen Harry’s inheritance, as he cares very little about the material worth of Sirius’s belongings. However, Harry is devastated that Sirius’s things, Harry’s last connection to his murdered godfather, are being treated with disrespect and carelessly tossed around.

Although Harry allowed himself a small bit of time in which to grieve, he is clearly not entirely recovered from the shock and hurt of Sirius’s death, and he harbors a great deal of anger, directed both at himself and at Voldemort, about the events of that fateful night at the Ministry. Overcome with rage, Harry cannot control himself, and he raises his wand to attack. It is one of few moments in the series when readers see Harry acting maliciously and carelessly. Although Harry is often rash, he is rarely hurtful. In response to Harry’s raised wand, Tonks reappears. Once again, it seems obvious that Tonks has been ordered by Dumbledore to keep Harry out of trouble. This is the second time she has mysteriously appeared to rescue Harry from his own lack of foresight. Thankfully, Tonks is able to prevent Harry from risking his own life by breaking Magical Law.

Once again, Harry tries to implicate Draco Malfoy in the cursing of Katie Bell. Harry is absolutely certain that Draco must be involved in the plot, and his suspicions do not seem to dissipate, even after Professor McGonagall explains to Harry that Draco had never been to Hogsmeade, having spent the entire day in detention. Draco has a clear alibi, but Harry still insists that he had something to do with the cursed necklace. We may infer that Harry’s urge to implicate Draco has much to do with Draco’s father, Lucius Malfoy, who fought Harry at the Ministry on the same night Sirius was killed. Harry’s inability to get over Sirius’s death no doubt colors his treatment of Draco.

Harry and Dumbledore’s next trip into the Pensieve is enormously revealing. By observing Tom Riddle as a young man, before he transforms into Lord Voldemort, Harry is able to make important inferences about his character, and Dumbledore gently guides him to these conclusions. Tom is not a pleasant young man, and not particularly sympathetic, but he is also an orphan, like Harry, and Harry no doubt feels a certain kinship with Tom’s situation. Each of Tom’s reactions to Dumbledore’s news that he is a wizard and invited to enroll in Hogwarts is extremely telling. Dumbledore tells Harry to remember how Tom did not like his given name and showed enormous contempt for anything that marked him as ordinary. That disdain for the ordinary is also a big part of his glee at finding out that he is a wizard and has magical abilities, because having such abilities immediately marks him as different from his peers at the orphanage. Dumbledore also points out that Tom was highly self-sufficient, secretive, and friendless. Tom even enjoyed collecting trophies of his destructive behavior.

Chapter 14 and 15:
Harry and his friends are just beginning to experience the complications that inevitably go along with new romantic relationships. Ron is extraordinarily upset to learn that Hermione has kissed Victor Krum and uses his anger as a mask for his true feelings toward his best friend. Although Rowling never explicitly states Ron’s romantic interest in Hermione, it can easily be inferred from his actions, and even Harry begins to question Ron’s intentions. Rather than confront Hermione about her relationship with Victor, or try to pursue his own relationship with her now that Victor is gone, Ron reacts by simply ignoring her and offering no explanation as to why. His response is immature but effective. Meanwhile, Harry is slowly developing feelings for Ron’s little sister, Ginny Weasley, but he is so insecure about Ron’s reaction that he tries to convince himself that he is simply feeling protective of Ginny. Harry is trying to do the honorable, selfless thing by pretending his feelings for Ginny are nothing more than brotherly. Again, Harry displays his willingness to make sacrifices to ensure the happiness of his best friend.

When Hermione finds out about Ron and Lavender Brown, she is extremely hurt and feels betrayed by Ron. Accordingly, she responds by inviting Cormac McLaggen to Slughorn’s Christmas party. At Hogwarts, as at most schools, the students respond to romantic upset by getting revenge. Just as Ron began a relationship with Lavender Brown to get back at Hermione for kissing Victor Krum, Hermione takes Cormac McLaggen, a boy she can barely stand to be around, to Slughorn’s party, simply because she knows it will upset Ron. Harry feels conflicted about the strange battle currently waging between his two best friends but is distracted by his own issues with Ginny Weasley. Clearly, romance adds a whole new layer of complication to Harry’s school life, one that involves lots of sneaking around, backstabbing, and fibbing. Regardless, the way Harry feels when he thinks of Ginny seems to make up for any uneasiness amongst his best friends.

Even though Harry does not actually slip Ron any of the Felix Felicis potion, the suggestion of luck ultimately proves just as powerful as the potion itself. This episode is an example of how the mind is more powerful than the body, a theme that emerges repeatedly in the Harry Potter series. Dumbledore frequently reminds Harry that it is his heart and his ability to trust and love that protect him from Voldemort, not his physical prowess or magical skill. Ron’s reaction to his supposed dose of Felix Felicis is indicative of just how influential one’s state of mind can be on one’s circumstances. The idea of the power of suggestion comes up again when Harry eavesdrops on Snape and Draco. Even though Harry knows that Snape has been employed as a double agent and needs to lie to Draco to insure that he has further access to Voldemort, Harry’s distrust of both parties leads him to rash conclusions. Certainly the conversation is suspicious, but Harry is so overtaken by his dislike of Snape and Draco that he assumes the very worst from what he overhears.

Chapter 16 and 17:

Rufus Scrimgeour comes to the Burrow to test both Harry’s integrity and his loyalty to Dumbledore. Scrimgeour assumes that Harry will be eager to pretend he is working alongside the Ministry. Scrimgeour believes that the allusion of an alliance between the Ministry and Harry will give the Wizarding world peace of mind, since everyone believes that Harry is, in fact, the Chosen One. Unfortunately for the Minister, Harry does not agree, and he refuses to support an organization whose principles he finds questionable. Harry’s righteousness is impressive as he steadfastly refuses to agree to Scrimgeour’s sneaky suggestion, even if it might make the public less terrified. Scrimgeour also tries his best to get Harry to betray Dumbledore and reveal the secrets of the prophecy and of what Dumbledore does while at Hogwarts. Harry pledges his allegiance to the headmaster, agreeing when Scrimgeour disdainfully refers to him as Dumbledore’s man. Rather than taking Scrimgeour words as an insult, Harry treats them as a badge of honor. This scene displays Harry’s unfaltering loyalty to those he loves. No amount of coercion by Scrimgeour will make him sacrifice his trusting relationship with Dumbledore, nor will it make him pretend to be a part of an organization he has nothing to do with and doesn’t trust.

As expected, everyone Harry tells about the conversation he overheard between Snape and Draco seems to think that Snape was simply pretending to be working with Voldemort so to not raise any suspicions about his supposed loyalties. Nevertheless, Harry continues to believe that Snape is plotting something terrible. When he confronts Dumbledore about Snape’s behavior, Dumbledore tells Harry once again that he trusts Snape completely. Dumbledore seems uninterested and a little bit annoyed by Harry’s persistent belief that Snape is betraying Dumbledore and the Order. At this point, Harry has no way of taking action against Snape and is powerless without Dumbledore’s support. Even though Harry has outwardly pledged himself to be Dumbledore’s man, his actual faith in his headmaster is finally beginning to wane. Harry slowly begins to see Dumbledore’s kindness and faith as weaknesses rather than strengths. This perception is consistent with Harry’s failure to understand why Dumbledore continues to insist that Harry’s ability to love is his greatest strength in the fight against Voldemort.

When Harry and Dumbledore enter the Pensieve this week, they learn about Voldemort’s ability to alter the memories of his victims, and, consequently, to frame innocent victims for his crimes. Not only does Voldemort show no mercy for his victims, he also shows no mercy for those he sets up to take the blame for him. Dumbledore is quick to point out that Voldemort has killed his own father to avenge his abandonment of Voldemort’s pregnant mother. Voldemort does not stop to consider the fact that Merope had placed Tom Riddle under a love spell and forced him into a union he never would have considered otherwise. Voldemort is not satisfied with simply killing Tom Riddle, however. He also murders his own grandparents, who had nothing to do with Tom and Merope’s failed marriage. Clearly, Voldemort wants to destroy all traces of the Riddle line so he no longer has to acknowledge his Muggle half. Like Draco Malfoy and many of the Slytherins, Voldemort believes that Pureblood wizards are inherently superior to Muggle-born wizards or half-bloods. In some ways, Voldemort’s killing spree is motivated by self-hatred.

While Harry doesn’t initially understand the significance of Slughorn’s tampered memory, Dumbledore’s insistence that Harry find a way to retrieve it indicates its seriousness. Dumbledore has used Harry to get to Slughorn before. Dumbledore purposefully took Harry with him on his mission to recruit Slughorn to teach at Hogwarts, knowing that Harry’s reputation would be enough to entice Slughorn to return against his better judgment. Obviously, Dumbledore is hoping that Harry’s appeal will also be enough to persuade Slughorn to reveal the true memory, no matter how incriminating it might ultimately prove to be. Again and again, Harry’s desire to be a normal student causes him to underestimate the effect he has on other wizards, who continue to believe that he is their only hope of salvation from Voldemort.

Chapter 18 and 19:

Harry’s quick thinking and the Half-Blood Prince’s Potions textbook are the only things that keep Ron from being killed by Slughorn’s poisoned mead. Although Hermione is generally unhappy with Harry’s use of the Half-Blood Prince’s Potions textbook, she must concede that this time its advice saved Ron’s life. Without the bezoar, Ron would have died. Before pouring their drinks, Slughorn told Ron and Harry that he was planning on giving the bottle to Dumbledore for Christmas, but never did—this means that two cursed, murderous objects did not manage to reach their intended owners this semester. Just like Katie Bell and the cursed necklace, Slughorn’s poisoned mead was obviously meant for someone other than Ron. Clearly, whoever is responsible for planting these dangerous objects has not been planning his or her attacks very well, as both attempts failed. The clumsiness of these attacks points to Draco Malfoy, since he is a young and unaccomplished wizard, prone to adolescent mistakes. A more sophisticated villain might have realized that Horace Slughorn was more likely to keep the mead for his own use, as he is obviously very fond of food and drink and absorbed with his own comfort.

Harry’s preoccupation with Draco grows with each chapter. In Chapter 19, Harry is hit with a Bludger in the Quidditch match against Hufflepuff, and its seems highly likely that this only happened because Harry was too distracted to be playing Quidditch, thinking only about Draco and where he may have been going with two young girls. Usually, Harry is an expert Quidditch player, and mishaps such as this one are not common—but this time his mind was simply not on the game. Harry has started regularly consulting the Marauder’s Map to locate Draco within Hogwarts, but he seems confounded by the fact that there are times when he cannot find Draco at all and has no leads as to where he might be going or hiding. To help him figure it all out, Harry enlists the help of Kreacher, Sirius Black’s former House Elf, and Dobby, the Hogwarts House Elf. While Dobby clearly adores Harry, Kreacher is extremely unhappy to be forced to take orders from a Half-Blood like Harry. Consequently, asking Kreacher for help is a surprisingly risky move for Harry. Once again, Harry’s obsession with Draco leads him to take unnecessary chances.

Even though Kreacher must obey Harry’s orders, since Harry is his new master, his true allegiances lie with the Black family and Bellatrix Lestrange, an infamous Death Eater. Harry remembers to tell Kreacher that he cannot alert or warn Draco Malfoy that he is being followed, but it still seems remarkably dangerous for Harry to place so much trust in a creature that is inherently predisposed to disliking Harry and wanting to thwart his mission. Meanwhile, the students are becoming increasingly excited about taking the Apparition tests, because they will provide the young wizards with a great deal of new freedom. The easiest Muggle parallel to draw is to a teenager’s driving test—learning to drive is a difficult but ultimately rewarding lesson. Students who live up to the challenge are rewarded with liberation, adult responsibility, and a sense of maturity.

Chapter 20 and 21:
Dumbledore believes that Voldemort was interested in teaching at Hogwarts because of the proximity the position would offer to strong magic and young, impressionable wizards. But Dumbledore also thinks that, as an orphan, Voldemort considered Hogwarts his only real home. Harry has always felt similarly, having long despised living with his horrible aunt, uncle, and cousin, where magic was not allowed to be discussed or alluded to. When Harry came to Hogwarts five years ago, it was the first time he ever felt like he had a real home, with a real family. Once again, Harry observes a similarity between his own trajectory and Voldemort’s history. Rowling is careful to emphasize that although Harry and Voldemort came from extremely similar origins, and were forced to deal with equally terrible childhoods, Harry has never been tempted to give in to the Dark Arts. Again, Harry’s remarkable heart seems to be what prevents him from sharing Voldemort’s tragic fate.

Harry learns that Voldemort has killed again, this time for gain and not simply for revenge, and has framed another innocent bystander for the crime. This time, Voldemort wanted to acquire Hepzibah Smith’s locket and cup—although the locket was, on some level, rightfully his, Voldemort’s burning desire to own Hufflepuff’s cup is less clear to Harry. Obviously, the cup is a symbol of Hogwarts, which means a great deal to Voldemort. The cup is also reminiscent of the objects he pilfered from his peers at the orphanage, which he kept as proud souvenirs of his devious activities, giving them back only after Dumbledore ordered him to. Slowly, Dumbledore’s insistence that Harry pay attention to repetitions in Voldemort’s past is starting to make sense. Patterns are emerging, as specific behaviors are repeated again and again.

Even though Dumbledore specifically asked Harry to concentrate on retrieving an unmodified memory from Slughorn, Harry let his responsibilities slip, choosing instead to spend his time chasing Draco Malfoy around. Harry’s growing obsession with Draco’s whereabouts is beginning to bother his friends and distract him from his priorities. Even though Hermione reminds Harry that there is no way he will be able to gain access to the Room of Requirement without first knowing what Draco is using the room for, Harry spends an entire day trying his best to get inside and completely ignoring Dumbledore’s request about Slughorn. After many failures, Harry even goes so far as to throw himself up against the wall, in a gesture of frustration more than anything else. Harry’s behavior with regard to Draco is becoming increasingly bizarre and, at times, detrimental to his larger mission.

Yet again, Tonks appears to check up on Harry when his Invisibility Cloak slips off and he rams himself into the wall, trying desperately to force his way into the Room of Requirement. By now, we can be fairly certain that Tonks is not consistently rescuing Harry by coincidence, but because she has been assigned to watch over him by Dumbledore. When Harry tells Tonks that no one from the Order writes to him anymore, Tonks gets teary eyed, and Harry assumes it is because he has reminded her of Sirius’s death. Lupin no longer writes to Harry because he is underground, living among the werewolves, and without Lupin and Sirius to send him letters, Harry is essentially cut off from the Order. Harry is suspicious of Tonks’s tears, and begins to wonder if her intense mourning of Sirius is not indicative of a greater emotional response. Harry knows that Tonks and Sirius were never particularly close when Sirius was alive, and the only conclusion he can draw is that Tonks was always secretly in love with Sirius. Harry cannot think of another reason why the thought of Harry receiving no letters from Sirius or Lupin would make her cry.

Chapter 22 and 23:

Chapters 22 and 23 contain some of the most significant moments in the Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, as Harry and Dumbledore finally unlock the secret to defeating Voldemort. After weeks of putting it off, Harry finally manages to coerce the necessary memory out of Slughorn. Harry uses a combination of alcohol and guilt, invoking his mother’s memory and playing on Slughorn’s admitted fondness for her, miraculously managing to get Slughorn to give up the true memory. Ironically, Harry does this by using the Felix Felicis potion Slughorn himself made and gave to Harry as a reward. Even though Slughorn realizes that the memory will reveal what Slughorn actually told Voldemort about Horcruxes and will destroy his reputation in Dumbledore’s eyes, he seems to understand that Voldemort needs to be stopped and that Harry is the person destined to do it. Slughorn finally risks being cast in an unfavorable light to help Harry and Dumbledore. He makes a sacrifice for the greater good, no matter how much he wishes he didn’t have to reveal his true memory of that very unfortunate night. It is clear from Slughorn’s tone that although he is willing to tell Voldemort what a Horcrux is, he does not encourage any wizard to ever get involved with something so dark and terrible.

Once Harry has secured the memory, he and Voldemort are able to learn exactly what Voldemort knew about Horcruxes. By murdering seven people and tearing his soul into seven separate pieces, each of which has been magically contained within an object, Voldemort has become as close to immortal as any man or wizard can be. The only way to truly destroy Voldemort is to get rid of all seven Horcruxes, including the final Horcrux, which lies inside Voldemort’s regenerated body. Finally, Harry understands what Dumbledore has been doing when he leaves Hogwarts and feels a restored faith in his headmaster. Rather than leaving the school unguarded and ripe for attack, Dumbledore has been searching for the keys to Voldemort’s destruction. Harry cannot think of a more worthy use of his headmaster’s time and, consequently, is relieved to know that Dumbledore is not letting down his beloved Hogwarts. Dumbledore believes that the remaining four Horcruxes are all hidden in objects that are significant to Voldemort, and once again we are reminded of Voldemort’s penchant for stolen or important objects. This is clearly the climax of Harry’s private lessons with Dumbledore, and the final piece of information that Dumbledore feels he needs to bestow upon Harry to prepare him for his ultimate battle.

Even though Voldemort is an extraordinarily powerful wizard, gripped by a desire to kill Harry Potter as soon as possible, Dumbledore insists on making sure Harry understands that he is actually the stronger of the two wizards. Harry’s whole and untarnished soul is far more powerful than Voldemort’s dark, divided soul, and that is the power the prophecy refers to when it says that Harry has a “power the Dark Lord knows not.” Harry still finds this difficult to believe. Although he has heard Dumbledore speak of his ability to love time and time again, he still cannot fathom how something so simple and instinctual could ever help him destroy an evil as great as Voldemort’s. But Dumbledore knows that even if the prophecy did not exist, Harry would still feel compelled to destroy Voldemort, not only for all of the evil he has inflicted upon the Muggle and Wizarding worlds, but because he murdered both of Harry’s parents.

Chapter 24 and 25:

Harry and Ginny’s kiss seems to happen totally naturally, without nervous prodding from either end. Even though Harry spends a great deal of time worrying about how his best friend will react to Harry kissing his sister, it turns out that Ron is actually just happy to see Harry content and relaxed and prefers his best friend to the other boys Ginny has dated. Ron jokes about giving Ginny and Harry his permission, but he is clearly not bothered by their sudden, unannounced coupling. The school gossips relentlessly about Ginny and Harry’s relationship, but Harry is simply glad that he’s getting attention for a perfectly normal event rather than for facing off with Voldemort. Rowling often contrasts the two major facets of Harry’s young life. On one hand, he is an average schoolboy, kissing girls and trying to pass his examinations, playing Quidditch and getting detention, just like every other student. Other times, however, Harry is preparing to chase down Horcruxes and arguing with the headmaster about the relative worth of another professor.

Although Harry has had considerable luck with the Half-Blood Prince’s Potions textbook in the past, the Sectumsempra spell proves to be a bit more than he can handle. Despite his intense dislike of Draco, Harry did not intend to attack Draco as violently as he did, and his own shock and fear at his act is indicative of Harry’s good heart. The fact that Draco was sobbing at the sink is also a surprising twist, as it portrays Draco as oddly sympathetic. Clearly, the stress of his predicament is taking its toll, and whatever Draco is up to, he is doing it under the threat of his own death. Rowling once again manages to make an unsympathetic character vaguely sympathetic. Just as we feel sorry for Voldemort that he had to endure such a painful childhood, we suddenly see that Draco Malfoy is actually under enormous pressure and is in a good deal of emotional pain. For Rowling, characters are rarely black and white. Draco is not a pleasant young man, but he is not emotionless, either.

Despite Harry’s ever-growing distrust of Snape, which is only accentuated by his discovery that it was Snape who leaked the prophecy to Voldemort, Dumbledore still continues to believe that Snape is loyal to the Order. Harry simply cannot understand how Dumbledore can completely ignore all the evidence that points to Snape’s inherent evilness. It hurts Harry to think that Dumbledore is being taken advantage of by Snape, and he begins to wonder if Dumbledore is growing too old and too out of touch to truly protect Hogwarts and help Harry stop Voldemort. Harry’s skepticism is natural, but Dumbledore has certainly earned Harry’s trust, and Harry can do nothing but accept that Dumbledore has good reason to believe that Snape is not betraying the Order. All of this does little to calm Harry’s nerves, however. Like his father and godfather, Harry believes that Snape is entirely untrustworthy. Once again, Dumbledore promises Harry that Hogwarts will be protected in their absence and seems strangely unconcerned that Draco was caught whooping with excitement in the Room of Requirement. Clearly, Dumbledore knows more about what goes on at his school than he lets on.

Throughout the series, Rowling has never given us reason to think that Dumbledore is anything other than a wise and powerful wizard. Accordingly, it seems highly unlikely that Dumbledore would be so incredibly nonchalant about Snape and Draco were he not in some way already clued in to their plans. Harry is bewildered by Dumbledore’s behavior, but since we can infer that Dumbledore knows things he is not telling Harry, we get a sense of foreshadowing that events will turn out in a way that will surprise Harry. Before Dumbledore and Harry leave for the cave, Dumbledore insists that Harry give his word that he will follow any and all of Dumbledore’s orders. Again, Rowling is foreshadowing events to come. Harry reluctantly promises to do whatever Dumbledore tells him to, no matter how unpleasant or disappointing, and we begin to suspect that their journey may be more tumultuous than expected—and that Dumbledore, once again, knows exactly what lies ahead.

Chapter 26 and 27:

The search for the first Horcrux reveals just how difficult it is going to be for Harry to collect and destroy all of the remaining pieces. Rather than simply stashing the locket in a cave, Voldemort has ensured that only the most sophisticated, resourceful wizards even have a chance at retrieving the Horcrux. The quest also clearly requires two people working in perfect unison. There is no way that Dumbledore would have been able to drink the entire basin full of potion without Harry’s gentle coaxing, yet the boat Voldemort hid at the bottom of the lake was really only designed to fit one wizard. But because Harry is young and consistently underestimated by Voldemort, he is able to squeeze inside along Dumbledore. The idea that teamwork is essential to ridding the world of evil is emphasized once more. While Voldemort only works along, avoiding the help and friendship of others, Harry and Dumbledore must work in unison, feeding off of each other’s strengths and covering for each other’s weaknesses. Even Voldemort’s Death Eaters are disposable to him, and he feels no loyalty or indebtedness toward them. He is perfectly ready to kill the entire Malfoy family despite their loyal service.

Dumbledore makes the ultimate self-sacrifice, giving up his life to protect Harry and Hogwarts. When Harry and Dumbledore first reach the basin of poisonous potion, Dumbledore does not pause before beginning to drink and has the foresight to remind Harry that Harry may need to force the liquid down Dumbledore’s throat. Even though the poison is painful to consume and strips Dumbledore of all of his strength, he finishes drinking it. He then manages to save himself and Harry by conjuring the fire that will push back the attacking Inferi. When they return to Hogwarts, Dumbledore heads straight for the Dark Mark over the astronomy tower and immediately freezes Harry when he hears someone heading up the stairs. Dumbledore uses a nonverbal spell to conceal Harry under his Invisibility Cloak and clearly does not want to risk anyone knowing that Harry is also in the room lest his life be placed in jeopardy. However, Dumbledore’s quick thinking seems to point to his omniscience, as if Dumbledore has known all along exactly what is going to happen and wants to make sure that Harry does not try to intervene in any way.

When Draco beings talking to Dumbledore, he is clearly unsure whether he can proceed with his given task. Although Draco does not seem enthusiastic about the opportunity to murder Dumbledore, the threat of Voldemort killing both him and his family is palpable and real. Slowly, it begins to appear that Dumbledore is actually just stalling Draco and possibly waiting for Snape or another member of the Order to arrive. Meanwhile, whether Dumbledore knows that Snape will murder him remains unclear. It is obvious that Dumbledore would like to prevent Draco Malfoy from being the one to cast the deadly blow, and the reader can only wonder if this is because he has already made arrangements with Snape, much like he made arrangements with Harry, for Snape to be the one to cast the final blow. While Draco stumbles, waiting for backup to arrive, Harry is forced to sit, helpless, under his Invisibility Cloak, just as he did on the Hogwarts Express when Draco caught him eavesdropping. Now the earlier episode can be seen to foreshadow the novel’s climax.

Chapter 28:

The freezing spell Dumbledore cast on Harry is broken when Dumbledore is killed, and Harry bursts into action immediately, doing his best to control the situation and prevent it from getting any worse. Once the reality of Dumbledore’s death seeps in, Harry stops caring whether he lives or dies, acting as if he has absolutely nothing left to lose. Now, Harry can think of nothing except stopping Snape and Draco and avenging the death of his beloved headmaster. He takes off after the pair without stopping to think about anything else. When Harry finally catches up with Snape, he does his best to cast a killing spell, but Snape consistently blocks his attempts. It almost seems as if Snape does not want Harry to become a murderer, just as Dumbledore did not wish for Draco to become a murderer. Snape never tries to kill Harry, even though he is given ample opportunity to do so. Instead, he continues blocking Harry’s spells and refuses to fight back.

Similarly, when another Death Eater attempts to strike Harry, Snape screams, “No,” and tells the attacker that Harry should be saved for Voldemort. Essentially, Snape saves Harry’s life. Moments later, when a Death Eater sets Hagrid’s house on fire, Harry’s sense of devastation grows even deeper. He cannot imagine also losing Hagrid, having lost Dumbledore just minutes earlier. At this point, Harry still does not know whether Ron and Hermione are safe and fears that every single person important to him is being taken away by Voldemort’s minions. In many ways, Harry hits rock bottom in Chapter 28, no longer appearing to care about the repercussions of his actions, thinking only about killing Snape and Draco Malfoy or, at the very least, preventing them from escaping. Hagrid refuses to believe that Dumbledore is dead, and it becomes clear that it is nearly impossible for anyone to imagine Hogwarts without its dear headmaster, Dumbledore.

When Harry finally retrieves the locket, he discovers that it is not, in fact, a Horcrux. Someone named R. A. B. has already retrieved the Horcrux and replaced it with a decoy, presumably working under the same motivation as Harry and Dumbledore. Although Harry reads the note, he does not seem to fully understand what it says and refuses to acknowledge that R. A. B. admits to destroying the Horcrux. All Harry can think about is how Dumbledore has sacrificed his own life for a fake locket, and that news is too troubling to bear. However, the note refers to both the destruction of the locket and Harry. When R.A.B speaks of Voldemort one day meeting his match, and being mortal when they face each other, it is clear that he or she is referring to Harry and hoping to help Harry in his quest to destroy Voldemort forever. Regardless, Harry is too distraught to bother thinking about the contents of the note, and all but ignores its sentiments.

Chapter 29 and 30:

Rowling closes the book by emphasizing the importance of unconditional love. No matter what happens, or what unfortunate circumstances may exist, love can overcome nearly any perceived difficulties. Fleur, shocking Hermione, Ginny, and Mrs. Weasley, announces that she still loves and intends to marry Bill despite his disfigurement and the possibility that he may be a werewolf. Tonks admits her love for Lupin, who had previously refused her because he felt a werewolf was unfit to be loved. The group begins to realize that the only thing Dumbledore would have wanted would be for more love to exist in the world. Nevertheless, Harry is finally coming to terms with the viciousness of Voldemort’s mission and realizes that anything or anyone is he is close to will eventually be used against him. For these reasons, Harry is forced to end his budding relationship with Ginny Weasley, which is devastating for both of them. Harry cannot act as an average wizard and is forced to make sacrifices that most seventeen-year-olds can barely conceive of.

Meanwhile, the future of Hogwarts remains uncertain. For many, Harry included, Hogwarts has been the only steady and consistent part of their lives. Likewise, many wizards find it incredibly difficult to imagine Hogwarts continuing on without Dumbledore in charge. The scope of Dumbledore’s funeral reminds everyone of just how far reaching and indiscriminate his influence was. Dumbledore made an effort to befriend and cooperate with creatures of all kinds, and they all wish to pay their proper respects. Even though the final chapters of Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince are terribly sad, the novel still manages to end on an upbeat note, with Harry savoring the companionship of his very best friends. Harry does not insist that his friends accompany him on his quest, but he also does not protest when they calmly inform him that they plan to follow him as he collects and destroys the remaining Horcruxes. Certainly, Ron and Hermione must feel some reservations about leaving Hogwarts before graduation, about giving up their schooling to accompany Harry on his predestined adventure, but they do not appear to think twice about their decision to stand by their best friend. Although Harry, Ron, and Hermione still mourn the loss of Dumbledore, they are able to help each other through the difficulty of his death and embark on this new adventure hand in hand.

