End of the Year Scrapbook
By Laura Calder

Many of you have completed your state exams and are struggling with how to keep kids motivated until the end of the year. Happy, engaged kids are a lot easier to manage than bored, restless ones! Why not create a class scrapbook? With a little advance preparation, you'll find it to be a simple but fun project. Have each student design their own page and then laminate and assemble the completed scrapbook with plastic spiral binding. My students are required to have their name and a picture of themselves on the front of the page, and they write a letter to me on the back of the page. I provide the photo and most of the scrapbooking materials such as a sturdy white 12 x 12 page and some fancy paper for borders and design elements. We have a cover design contest and I choose a group of students to create pages with photos I've taken throughout the year. The completed scrapbook makes a wonderful memento, and kids love looking through the ones from past years. 
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