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Day of the Dead 
is celebrated on 
November 1 and 2 
in Mexico, Latin 

America, and parts 
of the United 

States.

Day of the Dead is 
not meant to be  
a sad occasion,  
but rather a  

remembrance and 
celebration of  
departed loved 

ones.

Day of the Dead 
decorations  

include marigolds, 
because their 
bright color is 

thought to attract 
the souls of the 
dead toward the 

offerings.

Delicacies for  
Day of the Dead  
celebrations 

include candied 
pumpkin, sugared  
fruit, tamales,  
and chalupas.

During Day of the 
Dead festivities, 

sugar skulls 
inscribed with 

the names of the 
deceased are often 

eaten by friends 
and relatives.

Pan de muerto 
(bread of the dead), 

a traditional  
offering on Day of 

the Dead, is a round 
loaf decorated with 
sugar crossbones.

Day of the Dead  
offerings can 

include photos, 
mementos, food, 

candles, flowers, 
and gifts.

On Day of the Dead, 
families often 

bring a picnic to 
the cemetery and 

spend time  
decorating and  

tidying up 
gravesites. 

Bread is placed 
on Day of the Dead 

altars and not 
removed until a 
family returns 

from their visit to 
the cemetery.


