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Characterization refers to the creation and development of believable people (or in some instances animals or aliens) in the story.  Books with good characterization have characters in them that are memorable.  The characters are very much like real people.   When you read a book that has strong characterization, you feel like you know that character -- what he/she looks likes, how he/she thinks, what he/she would do in certain situations.

Conflict is the struggle within the story that the character must 
overcome.  

Foreshadowing is the use of clues to suggest something that is 
going to happen.

Irony is a twist of fate in which the results of the actions taken are not 
what is expected.

Mood is the feeling a reader gets from a story.

Plot is the sequence of events that occur in the story.

Point of View refers to whether the story is told by a character or 
by an outside narrator.

Setting is where and when the story or book takes place.  The 
setting can be real or imaginary.

Theme is the central or main idea the author is trying to get across 
in the story.

