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1.    Mini-lesson (10 – 15 minutes)

*  A short lesson designed to get kids thinking about some aspect of reading before they go off to read individually.  This should be paired with your read-aloud.

2. Reading and Conferring (30 – 40 minutes)
The children might be:
selecting a new book

reading quietly

conferring with the teacher

participating in a lesson on a reading strategy or skill

writing to get ready for a book talk with a small group

having a book talk

responding in their writer’s notebook to something they’re        reading

The teacher might be:

conferring with a student

helping a child or group select a book

listening to a book talk

working with a small group of students on a reading strategy or skill

asking comprehension questions to assess the ability to infer or make predictions

assessing an individual student

 

3. Share Time (10 minutes) 
During this time the class might:

meet as a whole group to refer back to the mini-lesson and think further

meet together to think about and respond to questions such as:  What did you learn about reading today?  What did you learn about yourself as a reader?

meet  in small groups to have a quick chat about how the reading is going

 

From In the Company of Children (Hindley)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCEDURAL MINI-LESSONS

 

where to sit during reading time

giving a book talk

how to be a good listener in a share session

what is an appropriate noise level during reading time

what to do when you finish a book

what kinds of questions to ask during a share session

running a small group share session

self-evaluation

getting ready for a conference

how to have a peer conference

where to sit during mini-lessons

taking care of books

keeping track of books read

rules of the workshop

 

From Readers’ Workshop  (Patricia Haggerty)

 

RULES FOR READING WORKSHOP

  

1. You must have a book.  Magazines, newspapers, and comic books don’t have the chunks of text you need to develop fluency, and they won’t help you discover who you are as a reader of literature.

2. Don’t read a book you don’t like.  Don’t waste time with a book you don’t love when there are so many great ones out there waiting for you.

3. If you don’t like you book, find another one.  Browse, ask me or a friend for a recommendation, or check the “Favorite Books” list or display.

4. It’s all right to reread a book you love. This is what readers do.

5. It’s okay to skim or skip parts if you get bored or stuck, readers do this, too.

6. Record every book you finish or abandon on the form in you reading folder.  Collect data about yourself as a reader, look for patterns, and take satisfaction in your accomplishments over time.

7. Understand that reading is thinking.  Do nothing to distract me or other readers.  Don’t put your words into our brains as we’re trying to escape into the worlds created by the authors of our books.

8. When you confer with me, use as soft a voice as I use when I talk to you:  whisper.

9. Read (and write in your reading journal) the whole time.

10. Read as well and as much as you can.

 

from In the Middle (Nancie Atwell)

 
LITERARY MINI-LESSONS

 

differences between fiction and non-fiction books

learning from dedications

books that show emotion

books written in the first, second, and third person

author studies

how authors use quotations

how the story setting fits the story

characteristics of different genres

development of characters, plot, theme, and mood

how leads hook us

how authors use the problem/event/solution pattern

differences between a picture book and a novel

titles and their meanings

characters’ points of view

examples of similes and metaphors

examples of foreshadowing

how authors use dialogue

predictable and surprise endings

use of descriptive words and phrases

how illustrations enhance the story

secrets in books

 

 

  STRATEGIES / SKILLS MINI-LESSONS
 

how to choose a book

tips for reading aloud

figuring out unknown words

using context

substituting

using picture clues

using Post-It notes to mark interesting spots

monitoring comprehension

asking questions while reading

making predictions

concept that print/font carries meaning

mapping a story

how to retell a story orally

looking for relationships (text to text, text to world, text to self)
looking for important ideas

making inferences

drawing conclusions

summarizing the story

distinguishing fact from opinion

 From Readers’ Workshop (Patricia Haggerty)

