Open House Suggestions

Katie Uppman

Have one of each textbook/workbook that will be used that year out on a table for parents to look through.

 

Set up a snack/drink table in the back of the room and ask students who attend to serve.

 

Create a visual presentation-perhaps a powerpoint with a projector or transparencies on an overhead projector.  Make packets of the slides or transparencies for parents to follow along with and take home.

 

Create a large ‘giving tree’ out of butcher paper for the wall, or if you’re really talented, cut a wooden one out with a jigsaw (I WILL do this someday).  Tape hooks onto the paper, or screw hooks into the wood.  Cut paper apples out-even better if you have a die cut punch-and write supplies that you would like donated on each one.  Parents can grab an apple or two on their way out. 

 

Make sure students clean the room and their desks before the end of the school day.

 

Try to have all the boards and walls decorated with student work and bulletin boards.  

 

Help your room smell great with a potporri pot (also helpful for the regular school day), a candle or a plug-in.  Apple cinnimin is a safe and appropriate choice.

 

Create packets of hand-outs, or have them laid out on a table for parents to take.  

Examples could include: 

Introduction letter to parents

Outline of year (topics to be taught)

Parent volunteer form

Parent information form

Any emergency forms from office

Monthly calendar

Slip of paper with website address or business cards

Emergency procedures explained

Philosophy of teaching

Sept. book orders

Donation list for fridge (items you may want all year long)

