My entire curriculum revolves around the reading / writing workshop, so that's what we do at Open House.  I want my parents /guardians to experience what their children experience the first day they enter my class...writing.  After a short introduction, I pass out pens and colorful paper and ask the parents / guardians to write a letter of encouragement and love to their child.  I tell them that this is a secret to be given as a surprise the next day. Boy are they surprised! The first question is usually, "How long does it need to be????"  Sounds just like an 8th grader!  

 

While the parents are writing, I walk around the room snapping pictures. The next day I print the pictures and put them on a bulletin board in the hall to show students that their parents are writers too.  The children love the letters they receive and enjoy looking at the pictures of adult writers they know.  They think it's interesting that adults ask the same questions about writing that they do. This has become a very successful way for me to connect with parents and invite them into the world of 8th grade English in Mrs. Jackson's class.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This year we tried to get more participation in our Middle School  Back to School Open House by giving it a Mexican Theme.  We decorated the cafeteria and halls with Mexican decorations and displayed student expectations and upcoming events all within that theme.  

 

We sent out letters to all the parents and made posters to hang in the local store windows giving the details which included a contest and prize for guessing how many Mexican Jumping Beans were in a jar (jelly beans), and that we would be serving Nachos for $1.00.  

 

We set up stations to hand out student planners, schedules, locker assignments, textbooks, book covers and all that necessary paperwork.  We had members of student organizations giving guided tours of the building and PTO sign-ups.

 

The principal spoke briefly and we created and ran a short video giving information about the school and some of the programs and organizations that are offered.

 

We had a fantastic turn-out with about 90% of all students and parents showing up.  This made the first few days of school go much more smoothly!

