Dear Parents,

Throughout the world, we celebrate our way around the year with one holiday following on the heels of another.  This is because people come to some countries from all over the world, bringing their holidays, holy days and celebrations with them.  Some of these holidays stay the same and some change because they are being celebrated in a new place.  Either way, they remain important to the people who celebrate them.

It is fun to know from where the old, established holidays came, and it is interesting to learn about the new ones that are becoming part of our cultural mix.  Understand what people are celebrating and why is helpful to the big job of getting along with one another from diverse cultures and backgrounds.

The state of Michigan is asking upper elementary classes to focus on the diversity of people, places and cultures.  An easy way to approach these issues is to concentrate on holidays, both new and old, familiar and unfamiliar.  This has always seemed to be a natural and pleasant method.  The recognition of cultural diversity through the celebration of holidays is particularly appropriate in the school environment, since more holidays are observed in school than anywhere else.

We would like to celebrate the holidays that will make each of the students feel welcome and validated.  We would like to introduce them to holiday celebrations that are unfamiliar to them.  And we would like to give them the ethnic background that accompanies even the most familiar of our holidays.  We are going to be celebrating a lot of holidays-we hope you will want to celebrate, too!

Miss Moore
Standard II.I  Diversity of People, Places, and Cultures

All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of places, cultures, and settlements.

The mosaic of people, places, and cultures expresses the rich variety of the earth.  Natural and human characteristics meld to form expressions of cultural uniqueness, as well as similarities among peoples.  Culture is the way of life of a group of people including language, religion, traditions, family structure, institutions and economic activities
II. Geographic Perspective

Content Standard I:

1. Locate and describe cultures and compare the similarities and differences among the roles of women, men, and families.

2. Locate and describe diverse kinds of communities and explain the reasons for their characteristics and locations.

3. Locate and describe the major places, cultures, and communities of the nation and compare their characteristics.

Content Standard II:

2. Describe places, cultures, and communities in the United States and compare  

      them with those in other regions and countries.

We will learn about the following celebrations on the following dates:

Oct. 13: Yom Kipper, Jewish high holy day

Oct. 19: Oktoberfest, German festival

Oct. 24: United Nations Day, International
Oct. 31: Halloween

Nov. 1 and 2: Dia de Los Muertos, Hispanic ritual

Nov. 11: Veterans Day, American day of remembrance
Nov. 18: Thanksgiving, American day of remembrance 
Nov. 28: Advent, Christian holy time

Dec. 6: St. Nicholas Day, European tradition

Dec. 13: St. Lucia Day, Swedish tradition

Dec. 19: Hanukkah, Jewish holy festival

Dec. 20: Kwanza, African festival

Dec. 21: Christmas, Christian holy day

Dec. 22: Winter Solstice

Jan. 3: New Year’s Eve/Day

Jan 13: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan. 27: Sun Nin, Chinese New Year

Feb. 14: Valentines Day

Feb. 27: Mardi Gras, Christian festival

March 1: Ash Wednesday, Christian holy day

March 6: Lent, Christian holy time

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day, Irish festival

March 31: April Fool’s Day
April 12: Passover, Jewish holy festival

April 13: Easter, Christian holy day

April 21: Earth Day, International 

May 2: May Day, International

May 5: Cinco de Mayo, Mexican Independence Day

May 12: Mother’s Day, International

May 26: Memorial Day, American day of remembrance

