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Lesson Plan Resource: 
You Are the Historian: Investigating the First Thanksgiving 

The remarkable resource above was created by the staff of Plimoth Plantation. Students step into the shoes of Dancing Shoes, a modern-day descendent of the Wampanoag Indians, and Sara, a descendent of Remember Allerton, one of the original colonists who landed at Plimoth aboard the Mayflower. We recommend walking students through this Web presentation. To do that, you can project the Web site on a screen for all to see. (If you do not have access to a projector attached to your Internet connection, perhaps you can present this Web site in your school's computer lab.) Together, you and your students can explore these sections of the site: 

· Fact or Myth? -- Is what you think about the 1621 harvest celebration really true? 

· The Evidence -- This actual letter a colonist wrote about the 1621 celebration stands as primary-source evidence of what happened. 

· The Wampanoag People -- Learn how the Wampanoag of 1621 lived and gave thanks through the four seasons. 

· The English Colonists -- Visit a colonist's home to learn how the family prepared for the 1621 celebration. 

· The Path to 1621 -- Learn about events that led up to the celebration of 1621. 

· Share What You Have Discovered -- Students use what they have learned to create their own museum exhibit with captions. 

Be sure to refer to the "Becoming a Historian" Teacher's Guide. This teacher's guide suggests ways to use each of the above sections of the Web site to teach important lessons about the harvest celebration of 1621 and the role of historians. 

Follow-Up 
Once you have explored the site in detail as a class, you might let students explore at their own pace (in the classroom computer center or the school computer lab). Let them us the Web site as a resource as they complete the "Investigating the First Thanksgiving" Quiz. Students might work with a partner to do this activity. 

