Philosophy of Teaching

One of the assignments given to me while in the education program at my university was to write my philosophy on teaching.  I recently came upon it the other day and had to chuckle at what I read.  While any teacher with a passion for their career can take a stand on the strategies and techniques they use in the classroom, they will surely have to admit that every day is a new start, every year is a new set of students and every philosophy is continually being challenge and revised.  After having taught for three years, I find myself coming back to the same core beliefs in education: integration of subjects, emphasizing the multiple intelligences and stressing cooperative learning.

During my undergraduate studies, as well as in my teaching experiences, I have taken a particular interest in developing creative and integrated curriculum.  When teaching social studies, I focused heavily on literature that supported the ideas being presented.  During a unit on Native American studies, students actively learned how to identify a tribe’s geographical location based on clues found in their folklore and legends, cook native food, and perform traditional music.  Math and science concepts were taught through art, music, movement and hands-on activities.  History was often re-enacted through drama and music, as well as analytical study and research.  In my middle school science classes, we have researched historical science events, created timelines, measured and graphed results and written biographies on famous scientists.  I believe that when students see one subject area seamlessly integrated into another, they realize that the world is a place of learning opportunities, not a world of math, science and language arts.

Weaving the multiple intelligences into my lessons seems a natural course of planning for me.  As I am a visual/spatial learner, students with this strength are in their prime-walls are covered with environmental print, ideas are taught with hands-on projects and art is a given every day.  Kinesthetic learners benefit from our ‘energizers’, games that incorporate personal and academic exploration while moving around and working with others.  Auditory learners find their needs met with our audio library, featuring many novels and textbooks on CD as well as pod casts by professionals and other students.  Existential and intrapersonal learners are given the chance to practice reflection by completing a portfolio of their work and ideas, analyzing the strengths and weaknesses they exhibit and how they might improve.  Every student feels empowered in their assessments, as they are often given choices on how to prove their learning and growth in an area, using a list of assessment choices.  Students are also encouraged to try activities in areas that may not be their strength in order to challenge themselves as learners.  

I view my classroom as a family of learners, and work to help them grow as such.  We work on treating each other with mutual respect, practice active listening and extend the invitation to all students to participate in the activity at hand.  Students sit in groups and work towards common goals, helping support those that might be less sure on an activity than the others.  Cooperative learning is stressed through team building activities, group reflections and personal sharing time.  

Within my classroom, students are surrounded with comforting and colorful bulletin boards.  I encourage students to explore their dramatic side with a costume box, their artistic side with an art station, their literary side with a collection of over 2,000 books, their musical side with classroom instruments, their meditative side with a zen garden and their naturalistic side with several classroom pets.  We immerse ourselves in an engaging physical classroom to spark our creativity and encourage positive emotions about school and learning.  

Beyond all else, I want the students in my classroom to leave at the end of the year having discovered a love and thirst for learning.  I want them to know how to obtain that knowledge and how best to present that knowledge to others.  I want them to become respectful and caring of their fellow students and have the skills to cooperate with those they may not get along with.  My experiences have been that my students have taken up these challenges and demonstrated these skills with impressive maturity.  I plan to spend a lifetime passing them on to other students as well.

