Talking Like A Pirate

By Katie Uppman  

Title: Talking Like a Pirate   
Objective: Students will learn how to gather context clues from text when trying to decode unknown words.
Subjects: Reading
Grade Level: Upper Elementary
Description: Using the picture book ‘Pirate Pete’s Talk Like A Pirate’, students will read/hear a seemingly childish story.  Within the story are several very advanced vocabulary words that the students may not understand.  With modeling and encouragement, they will figure out the meaning of these words using the other text on the page.  For an assessment, they will have to decode a new unknown words using next text.
Resources: Pirate Pete’s Talk Like A Pirate, by Kim Kennedy


        Talk Like A Pirate Activity Sheet
Teacher Preparation: Obtain picture book, create copies of activity sheet, review ideas being presented, practice talking like a pirate
Activities:  

1. Introduce the picture book to students, ask them how difficult they think understanding this story might be.  Students will probably scoff and say that it’s just a picture book!  It won’t be difficult to understand.

2. Begin reading the story.  When reaching a pirate phrase, read it slowly and ask students if any of them might be able to translate from pirate to normal English.  Start a conversation about the phrasing and words found in the story.

3. When you reach the first ‘interview’, read the conversation very slowly as students if they heard any words that they did not recognize.  Students should point out the word ‘sultry’.  Re-read the interview and see if students can define ‘sultry.

4. Repeat this pattern with the next three interviews, focusing on the words ‘irritable’, ‘misappropriated’,’ permission’, and ‘valor’.

5. Ask students to summarize what they have learned they should do if they come across an unfamiliar word in their reading.  Also ask them what they have deducted regarding the reading level of picture books.
Assessment: Informally assess students as you lead the conversation about vocabulary-are students understanding the concept of context clues?  Do you need to go back and catch any students up?


           Formally, assess students with the attached student activity sheet.  Use this activity to see if students remember the meaning of the words you discussed and if they can apply their new knowledge of context clues to a new ‘interview’. 

Follow-up Activities: Choose another picture book that contains unknown vocabulary words.  Ask students to lead the conversation in context clues.
